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Pusutic Law 601, 79TH CoNnGREsS 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re pre sentatives of the United States 


tmerica in Congress assembled, 


oT 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


RuLe X 
Sk 12 STANDING COMMITTEES 
* + * a * * o 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members 
RULE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMI EES 


aa a * * « * 
(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities 
(A) Un-American activities 
(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit 
tee, is authorized to make from time te time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United 
States, (ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un- 
American propaganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic 
origin and attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our 
Constitution, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid 
Congress in any way necessary remedial legislation 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or membet 














RULES ADOPTED BY THE 88D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


RuLE X 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, the following standing committees: 


* * * * * * 


q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COM MITTEES 


RULE XI 
* % * * * * +. 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities 

(a) Un-American activities 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 


VI 





INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
CHICAGO AREA—Part 2 


TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 1954 


Untrep States Houser or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN- 
AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Ch 1cago, Til. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to adjournment, at 1:05 p. m., in a courtroom of the United 
States courthouse, Hon. Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representative Harold H. Velde 
(chairman), Gordon H. Scherer, and Morgan M. Moulder. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, Jr., counsel; Raphael 
I. Nixon, director of research; and Juliette P. Joray, acting clerk. 

Mr. Vetpr. The committee will be in order. Mr. Counsel, are you 
ready to proceed ¢ 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veuve. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Kunzic. Sheldon O. Collen. Would you step forward, please ? 

Mr. Vetpe. Would you raise your right hand, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF SHELDON 0. COLLEN 


Mr. Veupe. In the testimony you are about to give before this sub- 
committee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth and mathing bas the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Cotxien. I do. 

Mr. Vexpr. Before proceeding, 1 would like to make an announce- 
ment that Mr. Moulder has been detained for a few minutes on official 
business. He will be here in, I hope, the next 10 minutes. So we will 
proceed, at this time, with the present membership. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please, Mr. Collen, 
and speak for the record. 

Mr. Cotten. Sheldon O. Collen. Mr. Chairman, by your leave, 
I would like to state that I am appearing here at the committee’s 

request but that my appearance is voluntary, and I am here to pro- 
vide the committee and the public with whatever information I have 
about communism. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Collen, let me say that we certainly do appreciate 
the information which we know that you have. We know it will be 
of great value to the committee, the committee of your United States 
C atom, in the job that we have been assigned to do. 

Mr. Cotten. Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Your name then is S-h-e-]-d-o-n 
Mr. Cotten. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzia. O. isthe middle initial / 

Mr. Couuen. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. C-o-]-l-e-n / 

Mr. Cotten. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Collen, would you give us your address, please / 

Mr. Cotuen. 44: 5 Wellington Avenue, Chicago. 

Mr. Kunzic. I note that you are not accompanied by an attorney. 
[ take it that although you understand our rules, you have a right to 
have an attorney, you wish to testify without an attorney ‘ 

Mr. Cotten. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Am I correct that you, yourself, are an attorney ‘ 

Mr. Cotten. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Collen, would you kindly give the committee a 
brief résumé of your educational bae koround 4 

Mr. Cotten. I graduated from Hyde Park High School in 1939, I 
attended Carleton College in Northfield, Minn., and I left in March of 
1943. I received a bachelor’s degree in 1944. I attended the Univer- 
sity of Chicago Law School from 1946 through 1948, and I received 
my law degree from the University of Chicago. 

Mr. KunNzie. Are you amember of the bar / 

Mr. Cotten. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. In what State and county ¢ 

Mr. Cotten. 1 am a member of the bar of the Supreme Court of the 
State of Illinois. Iam a member of the bar of the United States Dis- 
trict Court for the Northern District of Illinois. I am a member of 
the bar for the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh 
Circuit. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, could you give the committee a brief résumé of 
your employment background 

Mr. Cotuen. Well, since graduating from law school, 1 have been 
engaged in private practice of law here in Chicago. 

Mr. Kunzic. I see. Now, I would like to turn back to your days at 
Carleton College, if I may, and ask you if you ever had any connec- 
tion with the Young Communist League at Carleton College, and 
would you explain that in some detail to the committee / 

Mr. Cotien. Yes, 1 did have a connection with the Young Com 
munist League at Carleton College. As a student at Carleton, I was 
a major in philosophy, and I was interested in ideas of various kinds. 
I was interested in philosophies of various kinds. About 2 months 
before I was called into Army service—I was called in in March of 
1943—a branch of the Young Communist League Was organized at 
Carleton by perhaps 8 or 10 people, and I participated in that. I 
joined that. And that was all there was to it at Carleton. 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you recall any of the names of any of the peo- 
ple who were in this group with you at Carleton College ? 

Mr. Cotten. Yes. There was a chap named Dave Blodgett. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who testified before this committee. let the record 
show, not so very long ago, a few months ago in San France isco, volun- 
tarily, and assis sted the committee in m: ny, Many ways. 

Mr. Cotten. And I believe his wife was in it. There was a chap 
named Richard Weithimer. 

Mr. Kunzia. Spell that, if you can. 
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Mr. Cotten. Well, I believe it is W-e-i-t-h-i-m-e-r. 

Mr. Kunzie. This was at Carleton / 

Mr. Cotten. That is correct. Anda young lady named Jean Evans. 
There was a chap by the name of Wayne Hultgre *n, and a girl that he 
subsequently married. Her name was Ruth Davis. I do not recall 
anyone else whom I can specifically identify as belonging to the group 
at that time. 

Mr. Kunzic. What were the activities of this group? What sort 
of things took place ? 

Mr. Cotten. Well, it really emerged out of a study group. These 
people, including myself, were interested in studying this sort of thing. 
I believe Mr. Blodgett had made some connection with the Young 
Communist League in the city of Minneapolis previous to that, at the 
time he organized it on the campus at Carleton, and there was really 
nothing new and different from the time we were just studying and 
talking about these things as compared to the time that he organized 
the branch of the Young Communist League. 

What activity there was just consisted of a study and discussion, 
with one exception. As I recall, Mr. Blodgett had an idea to have a 
conference at Carleton College at which students of numerous mid- 
western universities would be present, in which the war effort would 
be discussed. And there was some such conference. I don’t have a 
great deal of recollection about it. But as I recall, it was greatly com- 
mended by the numerous university and college presidents who sent 
students there. I think they had a 2-day discussion about the war 
effort. 

Mr. Scuerer. As I remember Mr. Blodgett’s testimony in San Fran- 
cisco, was it not to the effect, Mr. Counsel, that this conference of these 
colleges was dominated, however, and controlled by the Young Com- 
munist League / 

Mr. Kunzia. I was going to add that. Mr. Blodgett did testify as 
to how the ‘yy mani aged to use the various other people from other uni- 
versities and not let them know who was behind this conference, and 
how it was amazing, as he testified, how they, with a small group of 
people of the Young Communist League group, were able to attract 
the others to them. 

Mr. Cotten. Well, I concur with that result. I think Mr. Blodgett 
was playing cloak and dagger. As far as my own participation was 
concerned, I don’t remember much about it. I know he felt it was a 
big production, a big deal of some kind, and they were controlling these 
people and having committee meetings. 

I was getting ready to go into service, and very frankly I didn’t pay 
a great deal of attention to it, even though I was a member of his 
group just prior to leaving for the service. 

Mr. Kunzic. When did you go into the service, Mr. Collen ? 

Mr. Cotten. In the middle of March 1943. 

Mr. Kunzie. What ee of the service did you enter / 

Mr. Cotuen. Well, I went into basic training. Then I had some 
extended period of Sau at the University of Oregon, in the Army 
specialized training program. I believe I was there for about 9 
months. When that program was abandoned, I was sent to the Signal 
Corps Training Center at ae Crowder, Mo. We trained there for 
perhaps 6 months, in 1943 or 1944, and ultimately were sent overseas 
with a Signal company, the 10th Army Signal Company. 


46671—54—pt. 2 2 
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We participated in the invasion of Okinawa. We were in Okinawa 
for 6 or 8 months. 

After the war was over, we did occupation duty in Korea. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Now, upon discharge from the Army, what was the 
nextevent? Where did you 20 then / 

Mr. Cotten. Well, I came rushing home, ana that was some time 
early in March 1946. 

Mr. Veupr. Before voinge into that, Mr. Collen. I wonder if you 
could tell us in your own way—lI know it is very expressive- -what 
prompted you to join the Young Communist League at Carleton Col 
lege in the first place? What was in your mind at the time? How 
were you approached, so forth ? 

Mr. Cotten. Well, Mr. Chairman, that is certainly an excellent 
question. I am glad to have an opportunity to say something about it. 

I think many of the students were very curious and very concerned 
about the state that the world was in; very curious and very concerned 
about their imminent induction into the Army. And it was a period, 
of course, when cooperation with the Soviet Union was the public 
policy of the United States, a period when everybody seemed to feel 
that there was no basic hostility between the Soviet Union and the 
United States. 

I was a student of philosophy. I was very much interested in ideas, 
and these particular ideas were quite interesting to me. I was advised 
by Blodgett and those people who had had some initial relationship 
to the Young Communist League that the Young Communist League 
and the Communist Party itself were in some way carrying out some 
of the ideas for peace and prosperity that we all had in mind. My 
notion was to get into the thing and see what it was all about. So I 
got into it. Of course, I went into the service only 2 months later. 

I might add that all during the time I was in service, I didn’t see 
any Communists. I had no communication with any other than some 
corresponde nce with some of my friends from Carleton. I suppose I 
was carrying In my mind during that period some of the ideas that I 
had picked up there on the Carleton campus. 

Mr. Vevpr. Well, of course, that is not unusual. In our records we 
have other information which would parallel your situation. And of 
course, as I mentioned before, we do appreciate any information that 
we can obtain as to how the Communists manage to get young folks 
who would be later in positions of authority, probably in polities and 
other fields of American life, how they would be able to get them in- 
terested in that type of philosophy. I appreciate your— 

Mr. Cotten. IT might add that they certainly play on the best 
motives of young people. They play on the appeal to the intellectual 
element in young people, the idealistic element. Their pretense is very 
good. Their pretense is excellent. Their pretense is they are improv- 
ing the world; they are reorganizing society in some fashion, and 
young people who are looking: for solutions of problems, and to whom 
this sort of thing is apt to make an emotional appeal and idealistic 
appeal are very apt to want to participate in it. 

Mr. Scuerer. You used the word “pretense.” Did you subsequently 
find out it was pretense ? 

Mr. Cotren. Yes, sir, I should certainly say it is at the best noth- 
ing but a pretense. I would say without question the practices are in 
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direct contradiction to the pretense. I don’t think there is the slight- 
est question about that. 

Mr. Scuerer. No doubt you are coming to that in your testimony, 
so I won't pursue it at this time. Go ahead. 

Mr. Veupr. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. When you were discharged from the Army did you 
come back — hicago ? 

Mr. Cotten. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunze. Did you at any time become a member of the Com- 
munist Party, and if so, describe how. 

Mr. Cotten. Yes, I did. I returned to Chicago, I think, in early 
March of 1946. My plan was to go to the University of Chicago Law 
School in the fall of 1946. I had made application from overseas, and 
I had been accepted for enrollment in the fall of 1946. I had in mind 
to get myself a job as a bartender during that interim because I 
thought that would be a good part-time job that I could hold while I 
Was going to law school. I did do th: at. | cid work as a barte nder 
during that period from the time I got out of the Army until I entered 
Po school. Now, in connection with your question, Mr. Counsel, 

[ did run into a chap who I had known at Carleton quite well. He 
had been in this group at Carleton. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was his name? 

Mr. Cotten. His name was Richard Weithimer. I think I must 
have run into him within a week after I had gotten out of service. Of 
course, we were talking about the state of the world. The war was 
over. He apparently was just as interested in all of the Communist 
ideas * he had previously been. He renewed my interest in them. 
He said, I am not certain whether he said he was going down to join 
the party or whether he had already joined the party. He invited me 
to come downtown to look into it. We came downtown to head- 
quarters of the party somewhere on Wells Street here, in the middle 
of March 1946 and after considerable discussion with some of the 
people in there, I wound up by signing a party card. 

Mr. Kunzic. So you became a full-fledged member with a party 
card of the Communist Party at the time ? 

Mr. Cotten. I hate to say it, but I did. 

Mr. Kuwnzig. Did you pay any dues ¢ 

Mr. Conten. Whatever dues they ee t that time. I don’t 
know if it was a quarter, or a dollar, or a dollar ina one-half. What 
ever it was, I paid. 

Mr. Kunzie. What group or cell, if you will, were you assigned to ? 

Mr. Cotten. Strangely enough, I wasn’t assigned to anything. I 
wasn’t working as yet. I had just gotten married, and I indicated to 
those people that I expected to be a bartender until I went to law 
school. But at the particular moment that I had signed up there, I 
was not working. I was just planning on going to school. Nobody 
ever contacted me. This fellow. Weithimer, went to California. I 
just went on by myself. I might state my wife was quite shocked - 
find out that I had joined up in the thing. She felt that maybe a 
Carleton that was one thing, a bunch of young kids, but I was a little 
older by this time and perhaps I should know better. 

In any event, she was quite dismayed about the thing. I was 
relieved. I was never contacted from the middle of March 1946, until 
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some time after 1 got on the campus of the University of Chicago by 
any party member. I was not contacted at all. 

Mr. Kunzic. When did you go to the University of Chicago Law 
School ? 

Mr. Cotien. In the fall of 1946. I believe the semester started 
roughly the lst of October. 

Mr. Kunzic. And then when and how were you contacted after 
that ? 

Mr. Cotten. Well, within a month or perhaps 2 months, maybe it 
was 5 months, I am not certain, somebody called me and identified 
himself as a representative of the party, he would like to have lunch 
with me. I did have lunch with him, and I couldn’t Say where it was 
exactly or when it was, but I did have such a conversation, such a 
luncheon at that time, some 1, 2, or 3 months after I had started 
school. And as I say, he identified himself as a representative of the 
party and suggested that I come to some party meetings and take 
part in the party activities on thee ampus. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, did you attend these meetings ? 

Mr. Cotten. Yes, I did. I attended, oh, from 3 to 6 meetings. I 
am not sure, not more than 6. I am sure it was not less than 3. 

Mr. Kunzig. Where were they held, Mr. Collen ? 

Mr. Cotten. They were held in a bookstore on Lake Park Avenue, 
55th Street, I believe it fronted on 55th Street, off Lake Park Avenue. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Would that be the Community Bookstore? Was 
that the 

Mr. Cotten. That sounds like it was the name of it. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know who owned and operated this store? 

Mr. Cotten. No, I don't. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Investigation has shown, Mr. Chairman, this was a 
bookstore located at 1404 East 55th Street. It was owned and oper- 
ated by Joan Place, now Joan Thompson, whose long association 
with the Communist Party is now a matter of public record. 

Ilow many students attended these meetings? How many were 
members of this group at the University of Chicago ? 

Mr. Cotten. Well, I would say that at the meetings, those I at- 
tended, there were from 15 to 25 people in attendance. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, was this group, Mr. Collen, composed of stu- 
dents from the University of Chicago / 

Mr. Cotten. Yes, they were, I think, virtually all students. There 
may have been a few local people from the neighborhood. I think 
these people connected with the bookstore, although I didn’t know 
them, attended meetings there, and I believe members of the group 
would invite outside people who they thought were close to the party 
way of thinking to these meetings. So it is difficult to say how many 
actual members were in attendance at those meetings. There were 
from 15 to 30 present. 

Mr. Kunzie. What took place at these meetings? Could you de- 
scribe one of the meetings to the committee to the best of your recol- 
lection? I realize this was back in 1946-47 period at the time. 

Mr. Cotten. Well, those meetings, as far as I recall were really 
devoted to academic matters. They would have somebody who was 
an expert on something—for instance, if it was a fellow who might 
be a graduate student in history, he might give a lecture on some- 
thing like fascism. Most of the meeting was devoted, as I recall it, 
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to a lecture by somebody, some one of the members of the group. 
There was, as I recall, some discussion of current political problems, 
and I think there was some discussion of members of the group par- 
ticipating in other clubs and activities on the campus, and attempt- 
ing to direct the thinking of those other clubs or groups. I have very 
little recollection of any of it. I could not say exactly what date I 
attended any meeting, or any particular individual who attended 
such a special meeting, or who in general was at them. I do know 
there were certain few people who attended most of those that I 
attended. 

Mr. Scuerer. But you do distinctly recall that part of the program 
was to have members attempt to direct the thinking and the activities 
of other groups on the campus? 

Mr. Cotten. Yes,sir. There is no question about that. 

Mr. Scuerer. Part of the program. 

Mr. Cotten. That was certainly a part of the program. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Collen, this group you are talking about, up to 
25 people, was that in addition to the Communist club, the regular 
open Communist club which held open meetings on the campus? In 
other words, not the same thing ? 

Mr. Cotten. That is a different group. I wouldn’t say it was in 
addition in the sense that the members of the open Communist club 
were not members of this group. The membership of this group in- 
cluded the membership of the open Communist club. This was a secret 
organizaion. Those people who participated in it were not openly 
members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzie. You were not openly a member? You did not go 
around advertising the fact ? 

Mr. Coiuen. I certainly did not. I certainly wish I had never 
gotten into it. 

Mr. Kunzic. Well, now, let me ask you, if you can, tell us some of 
the names of some of the people whom you remember in this group, as 
many as you possibly can. 

Mr. Scuerer. Before you get to that question, for the enlightment 
of the committee and others, why was this particular segment of the 
party secret ¢ 

Mr. Cotten. Well, I think that was simply because the various 
members and participants in the thing, very, very candidly, they were 
ashamed to be connected with it. At least, that is, I felt shee pish about 
being connected with it. I know I felt sheepish about being connected 
with it. There may have been a more devious purpose ; I assume there 
was a more devious purpose. 

To the extent that it is secret, nobody can judge what its strength 
is. There was certainly that element. Among a number of people who 
participated there, college students, I think a lot of them felt sheepish 
about it. They wouldn't r advertise the fact the -v belonged. 

Mr. Scuerer. Most of the professional groups, did you find later, 
kept their membership secret? Did you find that to be true? 

Mr. Cotten. I had no connection with anything like that, Con- 
gressman. I don’t know anything about any professional groups. I 
didn’t participate in any profession: al groups. The extent of my par- 
ticipation were these few meetings of the general group on the campus 
at the university in 1947. 
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Mr. Scuerer. At that time, were they still using fictitious names 
in the party ¢ 

Mr. Cotten. Congressman, I have never had any experience of any- 
body using fictitious names. 

Mr. Scuerer. The record is clear, of course, they did. 

Mr. Cotten. To my knowledge, nobody who participated in the 
group at Chicago was using any fictitious name for any purpose. 

Mr. Scnerer. Goahead. 

Mr. Vetpe. Just a minute. I would like to ask a question. Did you 
see any Communist Party literature at the meetings that you attended, 
which you studied in any way, or that was handed out to you ¢ 

Mr. Cotten. Yes, I saw a great deal of Communist Party litera- 
ture. This bookstore sold publications of, I think it was, the Inter- 
national or the Global Publishing Co., or something, in New York, 
which was devoted to pl int ing some of the books of the classical] writers 
about Marxism. And also that company was devoted to publishing 
pamphlets and periodicals on current political problems. Most of 
the literature at the bookstore consisted of that sort of thing, together 
with books, novels, poetry, art works, miscellaneous materials not 
connected with communism in any way, but those works, as far as the 
party was concerned, apparently fell in line with what the party was 
doing. In other words, the bookstore ostensibly Was a gener al book- 
store. Most of the stuff they had there was communistic literature. 

Mr. Vetpr. Did you get the impression or did you get any actual 
knowledge that the bookstore had been used as a meeting place for 
the Communist group at the University of Chicago prior to your 
becoming associated with them 7 

Mr. Cotien. I assume that it had been. The first attendance | 
had there was, as I say, either in the fall of 1946 or early in 1947. 
[ assume they had been conducting meetings there for some time. I 
would not — how long previous to that they had done so, however. 

Mr. Scuerer. The bookstores historically have been used for Com- 
munist Party ‘al adquarters on college campuses. 

Mr. Vevpr. The gentleman is absolutely right. I think there is a 
Communist bookstore in every large city, medium large city in the 
country. 

Mr. Scuerer. Go ahead. 

Mr. Kunzic. I was going to ask you the names of the people whom 
you remembered as being members of this Communist group at the 
University of Chicago. 

Mr. Cotten. Well, there was a chap who, it seems to me, was chair- 
man or leader of the group at the time I got in, or perhaps he didn’t 
come until a few minutes later. His name was Hans Freistadt. 

Mr. Kunzic. Spell it to the best of your ability. 

Mr. Cotten. F-r-e-i-s-t-a-d-t. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you happen to know what his residence was. Give 
us a little information about him. 

Mr. Cotten. I believe he was a graduate student of physics. I 
assumed he lived on the campus. 

If I recall correctly, I read in the paper a couple of years ago he 
had received some kind of a scholarship at a southern university 
under the auspices of some belieiok of the Federal Government. There 
was quite a bit of discussion why the Federal Government was sending 
1 Communist to school at their expense. 
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Mr. Scuerer. That isn’t too unusual. 

Mr. Kunzic. You knew this Freistadt to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party with you? 

Mr. Cotten. That is correct. Although let me say, Mr. Counsel, 
all that I tell you, I know, of course, that the man was there. He 
was in the position of being the chairman of the meeting. It was 
understood he was head of the branch. He was the head of the group. 
The inference I suppose is necessary that naturally he was a member 
He was assumed to be. Everybody there was assumed to be. I don’t 
remember him saying, “I am a member,” but perhaps that is a very 
fine distinction. 

Mr. Scuerer. These were closed party meetings at the bookstore, 
were they not / 

Mr. Cotten. Subject to this, Congressman: They — bring into 
those meetings people who various members were in process of try- 
ing to sell on yaning the thing. They would bring hes people in, 
and, very frankly, I didn’t know the people well enough to know in 
some instances whether they were outsiders on their way in, or perhaps 
insiders on the inside, on their way out. 

As far as concerns Mr. Freistadt, he was running the thing at that 
time. 

Mr. Kunzic. Well, now, could you give us the names of those whom 
you knew to be members of the group with you ¢ 

Mr. Cotten. Well, I can mention a few names here. I cannot say 
precisely at what meetings they might have been in attendance. I 
can’t say who was there or what was said by anybody. All I can say 
is I have a general recollection that several people, whose names I 
will mention, attended one or more of these meetings with me, and 
that I had the distinct understanding and impression that they, like 
me, were members of the organization. 

Now, in addition to Mr. Freistadt, there was a young lady, I believe 
her name was Brynes, Marion Byrne or Brynes. B-y-r-n-e. 

Mr. Kunzie. How do you spell the first name ? 

Mr. Cotten. I assume it is M-a-r-i-o-n. There was a chap by the 
name of Snitzer, S-n-i-t-z-e-r. I think his name was Eli. He was 
in attendance at one or more such meetings. 

There was a girl by the name of Hersher, H-e-r-s-h-e-r, I suppose. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Her first name? 

Mr. Cotten. Adele, I believe. 

Mr. Kunzie. Adele? 

Mr. Cotten. (Nods head). There was a chap by the name of 
Mendelssohn. I think his first name was Lloyd. 

Mr. Kunzic. Lloyd Mendelssohn / 

Mr. Cotten. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you know a Louis Fort ? 

Mr. Cotten. Yes; there was a chap by that name. 

Mr. Kunzic. Is that F-o-r-t/ 

Mr. Cotten. I think so. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, any of these people whom you have mentioned, 
do you know what courses they were in; what their home addresses 
were? Can you further ide ntify them in any way ¢ 

Mr. Cotten. Well, it seems to me that Mendelssohn is a Chicagoan. 
Fort, if I recall, was a graduate student of mathematics. I don’t think 
he was a Chicagoan. Miss Byrne, I don’t recall what she was a student 
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of. I don’t believe she was a Chicagoan. Miss Hersher, I believe, 
was a Pennsylvanian. Incidentally, she was in law school. I might 
Say this, to the everlasting glory of the law school, she and ] were 
the only ones in the law school who had any connection with the thing 
that I knew of. 

Mr. Kunzic. As a fellow member of the bar, and speaking for the 
other two lawyers sitting behind me, we are all glad to hear that. 

Was that the sum total of the names of people “whom you remember 
in the group with you ? 

Mr. Cotten. I think so. I don’t remember any others. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, did you ever join the student chapter of the 
National Lawyers’ Guild ? 

Mr. Cotten. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. For the record, Mr. Chairman, the National Lawyers’ 
Guild has been cited as a Communist front by this committee several 
times: | ry the ¢ ‘alifornia committee; by the New York ( ity Council; 
and of course is the well-known legal group fighting on behalf of 
communism in this country. 

What activities, if any, did you participate in in the student chapter 
of the National Lawyers’ Guild? This was at the law school. 

Mr. Cotten. That is correct. 

Well, we did have quite a substantial enrollment in the National 
Lawyers’ Guild at the law school. 

Mr. Kunzic. You had quite a substantial enrollment you say ? 

Mr. Cotten. Yes. We had a great many members of the law school 
student body who were in the thing. As I recall, that was started some 
time in 1947. My recollection is that was sold to the student mem- 
bers on the idea of initially making some contact with members of 
the bar and participating in advance, in some way, in the organized 
activities of the bar. It wasn’t presented in any political light, par- 
ticularly, although I can recall that I think it was expected that I, 
among the party people I was meeting with, was supposed to give 
some little direction to the chapter of the National Lawyers’ Guild. 
I didn’t do that. 

Mr. Kunzic. I want to get this clear. You are saying as a member 
of the party, meeting with the C ommunist group at the bookstore, one 
of your understood functions was to use your influence, whatever it 
might be, in the meetings of the National Lawyers’ Guild, student 
group ¢ 

Mr. Cotten. That is correct; that is correct. 

Now, as to the activities of the guild, I don’t remember, again, that 
they amounted to much, but some large meetings. There were some 
larve meetings with perhaps 100 or 150 people in attendance. We had 
some speakers. I do not recall who spoke, or about what, as of this 
date. I do recall this, however: They had some kind of a little maga- 
zine that was being pub lished in Chicago by the Chicago chapter of 

» National Lawyers’ Guild. I recall just now for the first time really 
i you gentlemen have interviewed me that I submitted a brief 
article to that magazine once. I think the subject of that was the 
pendency of the racial restrictive cases before the Supreme Court, or 
perhaps at that time it had not reached the Supreme Court. I did 
‘h a memorandum that was published in the National Law- 
vers Guild monthly here in Chicago. 


submit suc 
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Mr. Kunzic. This would perhaps be a good moment for a recess, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpr. The committee will be in recess for 5 minutes. 

(Whereupon a brief recess was taken. ) 

Mr. Vetpre. The committee will be in order. Will you proceed, 
counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Collen, were you ever a member of the Young 
Progressives on the campus ¢ 

Mr. Cotten. Well, Mr. Counsel, I am not certain that is what they 
called it. There was a group connected with the Progressive Party 
and Mr. Wallace’s campaign in some fashion. And I did attend a 
meeting or two of theirs. Whether they collected dues, I don’t really 
recall. But there was, of course, such a group. I really don’t think 
they collected dues. 

Mr. Kunzia. As you spoke of the National Lawyers’ Guild, was the 
situation similar he re / In other words, as a member of the Com 
munist group, shall we say, you were supposed to be a part of this 
group, too, and use your influence ? 

Mr. Cotten. Yes; that is correct. 

Mr. Kunzia. To guide, in other words, the Progressive group along 
the Communist lines, if possible ? 

Mr. Cotten. That is correct. May I say, that is one of the things 
I found very disturbing about the whole thing. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you explain that a bit further ? 

Mr. Cotten. By that I mean, again, a pretense of this thing that it 
was democratic, freedom, and at the same time what they were doing 
was figuring out these devious and underground ways of controlling 
other people without letting the other people know what their objec- 
tives were. 

That is, it was never to be openly known there was any Communist 
attempting to guide the policy of the organization they participated 
in. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. In other words, there is no freedom and no democracy 
in communism, obviously. 

Mr. Cotten. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, you said you had become actively involved, not 
openly, in the party itself in 1946. When did you leave the 9 sah 
Mr. Cotten. Well, I think I le ft it within a few months, . far a 
determining that I was not going to have any interest in it. I didn't 
care for what they were doing. I didn’t care for the people I met 
there. I didn’t know them outside of these few meetings. I really 
did nothing. I think I was a very poor member. I didn’t do any- 
thing to enhance the Communist line of the National Law yers’ Guild. 
[ didn’t do anything in connection with this Young Progressive group, 
a atever it was. I don’t recall how often there were meetings of this 
party group, but I know that I didn’t attend it regularly. I attended 

only a few of them. 

Mr. Kunzic. You were in until about the beginning of 1948, is that 
right ? 

Mr. Cotien. I don’t believe it was that long. May I say, I never 
paid dues other than my initial dues. I really think that the last 
meeting I attended was some time in the summer session of 1947. It 
might have been in the fall of 1947, the last time I attended a meeting. 
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a couple of members of the group came around to me either 
ive been as late as the beginning of 1948 


it the end of 1947 or it might h: 

o find out why I wasn’t more active in the thing. At that time, I 
told them that | t] ought the thing was VICIOUS; that it was ridic ulous: 
t is quite obvious the Soviet | nion was not the great companion 
riend of the United State that none of these things were directed 
to the best i rests of the I d States, nor were they lirected in 
any large ense to the best interests and the well being of mankind. 

] put it to them Ol that level, that I thought it was from that stand 
point silly, bad, and I was through with it. They tried to dissuade 
ie. I tried to dissuade them. I couldn’t dissuade them, and they 
O In’ ssuade me. That was the last time I had any contact with 
arty people. Those people didn’t bother me again, although 
it ey id in mind was for me to come to some larger meeting 
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filled up with a lot of high-flown ideas, and their youthful idealism, 
and their interest in having some kind of a philosophy of things, it was 
appealed to and at a superficial level, at a level of what the stuff pre 
tended to be. It could be attractive to people, particularly back in 
those days. 

Mr. Scuerer. The Communist philosophy is an attractive philoso 
phy,isn’t it? Itl 

Mr. Cotten. Well, it certainly is, Congressman. 

Mr. Screrer. If it wasn’t attractive, it wouldn’t attract the masses. 
That isthe purpose of it, isn’t it ¢ 

Mr. Cotuen. It is, yes, sir. 
Mr. Scuerer. You found out it was a pretense, they didn’t follow 


as to be to attract the masses. 





sophies im practice ¢ 


Mr. Cotten. That is certainly correct. I think one of their main 


failures, really an impossible approach to things and making their 
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some semblance of cooperation on the part of the Soviet Union. So 
I went back into the thing to see what it was all about and see if any 
good would come of it. I assume that a great many of them, like my- 
self, got out of it in a big hurry after the war when they found nothing 
good was going to come of it, that it was just plain wrong. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Do you think additional training during the period 
of your Army time, at any time, along the lines of why we were fight- 
ing the war, along the lines of international affairs, and general 
things about Americanism would have helped your own stand and 
would have prevented you from being, as you say, isolated ¢ 

Mr. Cotten. Yes, I think definitely so. 

Mr. Kunzic. Speaking from your own experience as a forme: 
member of the party, that sort of training, if accentuated and stepped 
up in the Army would have ? 

Mr. Cotten. Yes, I would say that should be carried on as broadly 
as possible in all branches of the service. 

Mr. Kunzic. | have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupr. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. No. 

Mr. Cotten. I might, if you please, Mr. Chairman, make one or 
two concluding comments here. I have talked about these activities 
at Carleton College and at the University of Chicago. I would like 
to say for the record here that notwithstanding the activity of a 
handful of people at Carleton College in 1945, and notwithstanding 

‘ : 


| 
| i 


] 


i handful of pe ple at the Un iversity of Chicago per- 


the activity of 
haps just after the war, these are two of the finest educational insti 
1 


itions in the country, and although I got involved in this sort of 


it both of those institutions, I don’t think that fact should in any 
way be present 1 the mind of the public as an indictment of either 
of those institutions. I have the very highest regard and the very 
highest respect for both Carleton and the [ niversity of Chicago, for 
their faculties and for people who are associated with those 
institutions. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am happy that you said that. I am sure that I 
ind the committee feel the same way that you do about it. 

Mr. Veupe. The Chair certainly does concur with you in that state 
ment. We definitely fee] that nothn av should be inferred into the 
patriotis! } of either one, Carletor College or the { hiversity of Chi 


] 
thin 


cago, 1n testimony concer ing individual Communists who happe. 
to attend those institutions of learning. 

Now, Mr. Collen, I want. to ask you as a fellow member of the bar, 
ind I am proud to say that you are a very fine member of the bar 
in my opinion here in Chicago 

Mr. Cotten. Thank you. 

Mr. Veupr (continuing). State of Ilhnois. I don’t know whether 


you have thought about What e can do to defeat communism com 
letely in the way of legislation. If yor do have anv suggestions, it 
Sa part of our reason for being here. We are supposed to get facts 
and information concerning subversive activities and then legislate 


19 uinst it. As a member of the bar, you probably have some feel 
ings on the subject. I know that you naturally are interested, hav 
Ing been disillusioned by communism, interested in helping your 
Government control and combat the conspiracy that is trying to over 


orn — 
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throw our country. Can you make any recommendations to this 
committee ? 

Mr. Cotten. Mr. Chairman, I really wouldn’t be able to make any 
recommendations at the moment as to legislation. I know that your 
committee and the Congress has studied these things very intensively 
for a number of years, and I just have not studied this sort of thing 
intensively by any means for a long time. I have been, very frankly, 
in my own personal position, glad to have the thing behind me. I 
haven't thought a great deal about it as far as prospective legislation 
is concerned. 

Mr. VELDE. Let me Sa this, Mr. Collen. If vou clo have occasion 
in your busy life to reflect on the testimony that you have given today, 
and reflect on the question about legislation, if you will send us your 
recommendations, | am sure the members of the committee would be 
very appreciative. 

Let me say this, too, Mr. Collen. I am sure all of the members of 
the committee, which is trying to operate on oa honpartisan basis 
entirely, appreciates the patriotic service vou have rendered to your 
country by telling us the innermost thoughts that you have had 
during the time you were in the Communist Party and the time since 


Ol hy ive become illusioned and refused to have anything to do 
with communism whatsoever. I feel very definitely that you as a 


lawver have a great future. As far as I am concerned personally, I 
hope that you have every degree of success. 

Is there any reason why this witness should be continued further ? 

Mr. Kunzia. No, Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Vexpr. If not, you are dismissed with the committee’s thanks. 

Mr. Coutnen. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | might say one thin 
In view of all the public ity there is today, the papers, about investi 
gating committees of the Coneress, I would like to Say publicly for 
this record that I have received at the hands of this committee only 
the most fair treatment, only the most cooperative, only the most 
courteous, and the most decent treatment, and speaki o from my own 
experience, this committee is ertainly doing an excellent job. I 
would like to sav that for the record. 

Mr. Vewpr. We certainly thank you 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Helen Wood Birnie. 

Mr. Verve. Will vou raise your right hand, please / 

In the te timony vou are about to olive before this subcommittee, do 
you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Brrnie. I do. 

Mr. Vi LDE. \ ou may he seated. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mrs. Birnie, would you state your full names for the 
record and spell if for the reporter, please / 


cr 


(rr 


TESTIMONY OF HELEN WOOD BIRNIE 
Mrs. BIRNIE. My name is Helen Wood Birnie: H-e-l-e hh W 0-0 d 


B-i-r-n-1-e. 
Mr. Kunzic. What is your present address, Mrs. Birnie? 
Mrs. BIRKIE. It is D226 Adenmoor Avenue, Long Beach, Calif. 
Mr. Kuwnzia. Is that A-d-e-n-m-o-o-r ? 
Mrs. Birnie. That is correct. 
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Mr. Kt NZIG. Could vou @1ve the committee a bmef résumé ot your 
educational background ¢ lel] Ss where you were born, where you 


livedasachi qd. Al dso tort 


Mrs. Birnie. I was born in Marathon, Wis., and taken to Min 
nesota when I was very small. I was ra ed in a little town called 
Pickwick, Minn.. about 9 miles south of Wi nona. I completed my 
ora ool educatio the town of Pickwick, went to high school 

Winona. and finished there about 1925. I have about 2 vears ot 
jour stic training work with the Wisconsin Extension University. 

te San iG. That concludes your formal schooling ¢ 

Mi BiRN Yes 

M KK \ G. Now, « you ive any act ial employment ot any 
kind 


Mrs. Brrnte. Well, I have done some writing, some freelance writ 
ing up until the time that I became a Communist in 1932, and after 
that, I was employed n the State ¢ ‘apito] Building in Lincoln, Nebr., 
as a research editor in the department of anthropology and archeology 
nthe State museum. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Birnie, have you ever been a member of the Com 
mi t Party ? 

Mire. Birnir. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell the committee when / 

Mrs. BIRNIE. I be ame a me mber of the Communist Party in 1932 
in Great Falls, Mont 

Mr. Kunzig. And you stayed in until when ? 

Mrs. Birnie. Until the middle of 1934, I would say 

Mr. IK NZIG. Now, you have had nothing to do with the party since 
that time, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Brrntr. I have not. 

Mr. Ki NZIG. SO the period of time that you are testifying about, 
and the expel lence that you are soing to tell us, dates from 1952 to 
L954 ¢ 

Mrs. Brrnie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Could you t ll us how you came to be a member of the 

party, who recruited you ? 
Mrs Birnie. Actually, Ric h ird Moore was responsible for my be 
7 recruited into the Communist Party. He was traveling through 
Great Falls with the Mooney Scottsboro group. He was accompanied 
by Mary Mooney, the mother of Tom Mooney, and I was interested in 
this part icula rme e ee we say, or series of meet ings. 

I had, as I have before stated, had some association with the Unem- 
p slo yyment Coun il, not as a Communist. but just as being interested in 
the activities of the Unemployment Council in Great Falls, Mont. 
Bee: ause t} ere Was somethin oe particularly inte resting’ in the Moone »y 
and Scottsboro case, I was very closely associated with the group at 
the 1 ime, “ul d thar Mooney lik e (] me and | liked er. | had consid- 
erable time to talk to Richard Moore. I didn’t know very much about 
communism, but because I had ve ry definite esdens about conditions 
at that time, and because of pecul arities in my own make up due to 
some possible maladjustment in my dilitheod. I felt very keenly about 
what I considered injustices, and for that reason. Ric hard Moore con 
sidered that | would make a cood Communist. He recommended me 


1?) 
il 


as such 
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Mr. Kunzie. I wanted to ask you this before and I didn’t. Do you 
have any children ? 

Mrs. Birnie. Yes, I have four. 

Mr. Kunzic. Four children ? 

Mrs. Birnie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now, what activity did you take up w hen you became 

a Communist Party member ? 
Mrs. Birnte. I was assigned the responsibility of being district 
ganizer of the Communist Party in the district that at that time 
embraced Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, North and South Dakota. At 
the time I became a member of the party, the district bureau was 
without leadership, and although I had no former association with 
communism, they concluded that I was good party material, and | 
was made district organizer and remained as district organizer fo. 
the space of about 10 months. 

Mr. Kunzig. Did you start paying dues right away ? 

Mrs. Birnie. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you pay dues regularly during the period of time 
you were a member ¢ 

Mrs. BIRNIp. | would Say yes, I did. However. how | gol the 
money to pay the dues was rather interesting because sometimes it 
was given to me by sympathizers and sometimes my dues were very 
much in lapse. I would like to say that because you see I was, I 
never received any remuneration as a member or an organizer of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now, did you know Andrew Ombholdt ? 

Mrs. Brrnte. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunzig. Would you describe your relationship and connec 
tions with him ? , 

Mrs. Brrnte. Andrew Omholdt was a member of the central com 
mittee of the Communist Party, U.S.A. at large. He was living in 
North Dakota with his wife, party style, I would say, Ella Bloor. 

Mr. Kuwzia. B-l-o-o-r? 

Mrs. Birnie. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzia. Do you know how to spell Ombholat ¢ 

Mrs. Birnie. I think I do. 

Mr. Kunzie. Help us out. 

Mrs. Brrnte. O-m-h-o-]-d-t. 

Mr. Kunzie. Thank you. Would you continue, please 

Mrs. Brrntr. The reason they were in the district is very interesi 
ing, of course, because that was in the year of 1932, and Mother Bloor, 
as she was called, was a central committee member and a Politburo 
member, also was out in the district making preparation for activities 


or 


in the farm area. 

Now, Andrew Omholdt was not actually a member of the district 
committee, but being a member of the central committee, he quite 
frequently came into Great Falls and Butte. Mont., to meet with the 
rest of the members of the committee and give us directions pu 
portedly from the central committee as the central committee rep 
resentative. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, what connection did these people have, that you 
just mentioned, what connection did you have with any Communist 
activity among farm groups? We are very interested in what you 
know about the intentions of the Communist Party at this period, 
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the early intentions of the Communist Party with regard to agri- 
cultural groups. 

Mrs. Brrenre. Might I make just a little explanation concerning 
that? You see, I left the Great Falls aren and was transferred into 

Middle West, into Des Moines, Iowa. And about the same time 

1 was transferred, Mother Bloor and Andrew Omholdt also came 
nto the State of Iowa. Now, they stayed at different places, in Iowa, 
but at that particular time they were stationed around Sioux City. 
With them was the committee that had bee specifically assigned by 
the central committee, and more specifically than that, had their direc- 
tions from the Kremlin, with regard to farmer activity, namely Hal 
Ware, Lem Harris, and Bob Hall or Rob Hall. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, you, of course, knew all of these people per 
sO lly to be members of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Birnie. Yes, I did, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell us about Hal Ware? Is that W-a-r-e? 

Irs. Birnie. Yes, He was called Harold, or Hal, Ware. He is the 

youngest son or was the youngest SsOn, | should say, ot Mother Bloor. 
And he it was who was in charge of setting up a special committee 
of activ ty among farmers in the central part of the midwestern area, 

all IT say, namely, Kansas, Nebraska, lowa, Minnesota, North and 
South Dakota, and that general area. He also operated alone the 
eastern border of Colorado quite freque ntly. 

Hal Ware’s activity was not in close proximity with the dis- 
trict Communist Party activities, only in this regard: That we of 
the district bureau of the Communist Party were repeated! y rem inded 
hat the most important phase of activity in the Middle West was not 
il activity, or even unemployment, but it was the organ 
zation of the farmers. And in our, what we used to eall, agitation 


ropaganda Classes and study groups, of course they have changed 
their names somewhat since then, but we were often reminded by 


I 
Mother Bloor and Andrew Omholdt, sometimes by Lem Harris or 
Ware, whoever happened to be doing the speaking, that we must 


mitinually keep in mind the fact that this area was in an agrarian 


istrict, and it was the most important district at that particular time 
n the entire United States. For this reason: That they had learned 
some very ” fin ite lessons from the revolution in Russia, which pri 
marily were difficulties tl ley had with the kulaks, and in order to 
offset the aoa ility of such a thing happening in this Nation in the 


event of the ae tion, they Telit 1t was necessary to beoin their core 
| breadbasket of the United 


of operat on hn the center of the so-callec 
States 

Nov not too muc! : is bee k “own or too much has been said about 
this. But the fas hat Hal Ware } 1ad so recently returned from 
Ru: ne he came eae his very def inite instructions, we understood 

kne that the SO called underground operations of the Commu- 
st Party. U. S. A.. must be consolidated in the farm area now. It 

wld be mw derst oc d that I never was assigned to farmers’ work actu- 
lly mvself But asa member of the district e¢ mmittee, I was con- 
stantly in touch with it because I was en of the first responsi 
bility of the Communist Party in that a 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Now. before we go nto this full detail about the 
Communist Partvy’s interest in the agricultural area, I suggest this 
mav be a good time for a short break, Mr. Chairman. 
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Mr. Vetpr. The committee will be in recess for 10 minutes. 
(Whereupon a brief recess was taken. ) 

Mr. Vetpre. The committee will be in order. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Let the record show that Mr. Moulder of Missouri is present. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Birnie, before the recess, you were telling us 
about Hal Ware and about his return from Russia, and you were get- 
ting ready to discuss the problem of the Communist attempt to infil 
trate the farm areas of the United States. Would you continue, please ? 

Mrs. Birnie. The organization that the Communist Party was 
using at that time was, as their front for farm activity, was called 
the Farm Holiday Association. Early in 1933, some very important 
things took place. I was, as a member of the district committee of the 
party, and also responsible for International Labor Defense activi- 
ties, I was here in Chicago on May Day of 1933, when the Tom Mooney 
and Scottsboro Conventions were held at the Coliseum. We were 
informed—the Iowa committee—that we must hurry back to Iowa 
because the National Farm Convention was to be held at the fair 
grounds in Des Moines, and that was held in the first week of May, 
1933—I couldn’t tell you the exact date. It was during the first 
part of May. In a meeting in Chicago, at the Coliseum, with Mother 
Bloor, Andrew Omhholdt, and some of the other central committee 
members, which included in fact Mr. Browder. We discussed the 
necessity of return to the district because the farmers’ convention 
was a very important event. Hal Ware, Lem Harris, and Bob Hall 
had been actively working throughout the Farm Holiday Association, 
and various contacts they had throughout the area I have mentioned. 
The plan, of course, was that the Communist Party was to attempt 
to bring about a merger of all of the existing farmer organizations 
into a farmer’s union or one farmers’ organization. So we did. We 
proceeded and we returned to Des Moines, and I was there with a 
number of other district members. We had some Des Moines section 
committee members, and I was a district bureau member. Heinz 
Schroedter, I believe that is the correct spelling, as a member of 
the district committee was also in attendance at the fairgrounds meet 
ing. Mother Bloor and Andrew Omholdt were there. And during 
that time a meeting was called which was in effect a sort of a Com 
munist Party steering committee to discuss and to bring about the 
promotion of the idea of a merger of farmers’ activities. 

Now, that meeting was held in one of the rooms off from the Fair 
grounds, and there were a number of people there, those that I have 
mentioned, some others who were members of the Communist Party 
in the section committee, namely, Bessie and Charles Logdsen of Des 
Moines, Lowa. 

Mr. Kunzic. Could you spell that, please ? 

Mrs. Brrniz. Bessie, B-e-s-s-i-e and Charles, C-h-a-r-l-e-s 
L-o-g-d-s-e-n. I believe that is correct. I might have the “s” or the 
“qd” switched. 

Mr. Kunzic. These people were attending this Communist meet 
ing as you just described it ? 

Mrs. Brrnte. Yes, and there were others of importance in the farm 
ers work particularly. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give us their names, please ? 

46671—54—-pt. 24 
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Mrs. Birnie. Yes. We had a man named Harry Luchs, who came 
from Wilbur, Nebr., who had recently been in a bit of : 1 difficulty 
there. He had been in jail due toa penny sale in W ver. He was 
out on bail, and he attended the meeting. He was one of the Nebraska 
farmers in the Farm Holiday Association. 

Phil Reno, who was sometimes called Philo, I do not know why. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. R-e-n-o? 

Mrs. Brrniz. Reno, that is correct, and a Mr. Fred Stover from 
Iowa. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. That is S-t-o-v-e-r ? 

Mrs. Brenig. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Is that the man who is presently the president of the 
Iowa Farmers’ Union? 

Mrs. Birnie. As I understand it, he is the same man. 

Mr. Kunzic. You knew him to attend this Communist Party meet- 
ing asa Communist with you? 

Mrs. Birnie. This isthe way I have to put it. 

Mr. Kunzic. Describe it the correct way. 

Mrs. Birnie. I do not believe that any one attended that meeting 
that did not understand that it was a Communist Party meeting. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was it aclosed Communist Party meeting ? 

Mrs. Brrnte. It wasa closed meeting. 

Mr. Kunzig. By that you mean that other people, non-Communists, 
were not invited to enter ? 

Mrs. Brrnte. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Among those in attendance as you just described was 
this Fred Stover? Isthat correct ? 

Mrs. Brrntie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. What took place at this meeting, Mrs. Birnie? 

Mrs. Brrnie. It was large ly a discussion meeting about the activities 
of the farmers organizing up to them, talk ing about certain Farm 
jureau activities, and the possibility of infiltration into it. The Farm 
[oliday Association activities, and it was decided there the Farm 
Lo day Association was not too strong an organization, and it was 
going to be necessary to consolidate with, of course, the view and 
intent of a strong internal steering committee which was to be headed 
| 


p by people who were class conscious and those who were associated 


l 
largely with the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzia. Can you give us any further information as to ac- 
tivities of the party in this early period, attempting to work with the 
farmers and w tth the agricultural groups in the country ? 

Mrs. Birnie. Yes, I can talk about that, and I am very anxious to 
because it seems to me that by and large we seem to believe that the 
farm area was not infiltrates or not particularly touched by com- 
munism. However, knowing the importance that was put upon it by 
the central committee, and by their extra-special members in the 
area 

Mr. Kunzic. You mean the central committee of the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Birnie. Yes, that is what I mean, and the fact that Hal War 
was in the a and spent a good deal of time there, and the fact 
that his mother and Andrew Omholdt were stationed there, was suffi- 

ient proof to those of us who knew it at the time that this was a very 
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important point of operation as far as the Communist Party was con- 
cerned, nationally and internationally. 

Now, we had, of course, a number of milk strikes, as you know. 
I don’t have time to go into all of that. But as International Labor 
Defense organizer, and as I said a district bureau member also of the 
party in the district, we had constant association with the activities 
of the farmers’ committee. 

There were various demonstrations among the farmers. There 
were various farmer marches on the different capitols. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were these sponsored by and backed by the Com- 
munist movement ? 

Mrs. Birnie. Almost entirely. 

Mr. Kunzie. You know that from your own personal experience ¢ 

Mrs. Birnie. Yes. 

Mr. Vevpr. You referred to the farmers’ committee. What type of 
organization was that? Working with the farmers committee I be- 
lieve were the words that you used. 

Mrs. Brrnie. .I had reference to Mother Bloor, Hal Ware, Lem 
Harris, they were the committee. 

Mr. Vetpr. The farmers’ committee of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Birntk. The Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you continue, please / 

Mrs. Brrnte. You asked me if the Communist Party was largely re- 
sponsible for these activities, and I said yes. That is true. The milk 
strike in Iowa, the trouble in Dennison, Iowa, all of these activities 
were very closely associated with the work of Hal Ware and his 
committee. 

I would like to say something about that, if I might, to clarify 
point here. You see, Hal Ware was on special assignment by the Com- 
munist Party. He didn’t take orders from the district. He gave us 
orders sometimes, but he didn’t take orders. He worked as a sort of 
specialized agent for the Communist Party, doing a specialized work, 
as did Mother Bloor and Andrew Ombholdt. 

Our work in the middle west, as far as the people understood, as the 
Communist Party, was mostly in unemployment activities, and in or- 
ganizing the pac ‘kinghouse workers, the railroad workers, and things 
of that sort. My specific job was the defense activities. 

Mr. Kunzic. What do you mean by defense activities 4 

Mrs. Birnie. Well, when folks got in jail, it was my responsibility 
to get them out if I could, or to create a propaganda drive sufficient to 
bring considerable attention to the cases. That was my job. 

Mr. Veutpe. Mrs. Birnie, do you know of your own knowledge or 
have you gained a knowledge of any activities of Hal Ware, Rob Hi: il, 
Lem Harris in the Soviet Union itself ? 

Mrs. Birnie. Mr. Velde, yes. We of the Communist bureau were 
well aware of the fact that they had gone to the Soviet Union, pur 
portedly as workers for International Harvester Co., I understand, but 
those of us who were close enough to Mother Bloor, and Andrew 
Omholdt, knew that Hal Ware’s specific reason for being in the Soviet 
Union also was to get information and training as to how to work in 
infiltration and underground work over here. 

Mr. Vewpe. I think our records will show, the previous testimony, 
Lem Harris was also in Soviet Russia during the early period of time. 
I forget exactly what time. 








4238 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE CHICAGO AREA 


Mrs. Birnie. It was 1931 and 1932. 

Mr. Vetpr. I believe he was studying collective farming, the prac- 
tice in Russia at that time. 

Mr. Scuerer. What did you say your specialty was, defense what ? 

Mrs. Birnie. Yes. I was the organizer of the International Labor 
Defense, which is now called the Civil Liberties Congress [Civil 
Rights Congress |. 

Mr. Scurrer. Could you give us any specific illustration as to how 
you operated when one of your group was convicted or put in jail 
for some offense ¢ 

Mrs. Birnie. Yes, I think I can. 

Mr. Scurerer. How you operated, what propaganda you brought 
to bear upon public officials, and so forth ¢ 

Mrs. Birnie. It depended, of course, on what the case was. If it 
Was a union member, and it involved a strike activity, we got all of 
the unions together, around a propaganda drive, and raised funds 
and had mass meetings, and ae ccgeae ations, and things of that sort, 
and hired attorneys for their defense. 

If it was the case of unemployment workers, of course, we would 
appeal to unions, too, for mPpOss, and carry on an active propaganda 
drive, going to any civic organizations or anywhere where we were 
granted an entrance to speak, and then of course we had some racial 
problems, too, that came up, and that had to be handled in a special 
way, too. 

Mr. Scurrer. You didn’t care too much about the merits of the 
case, did you ? 

Mrs. Birnie. No, I don’t think that was considered too carefully, 
sir. Anything that would make good propaganda was considered 
& good case. 

Mr. Kuwzie. Mr. Chairman, I think at this point it would be im- 
portant to read into the record that the International Labor Defense, 
about which the witness has been speaking, has been cited as sub- 
versive and Communist by Attorney General Tom Clark, by Attor- 
ney General Francis Biddle, as early as 1942, by the special com- 
mittee on un-American activities, by this particular committee, by 
the Cole committee, and by the New York City Council committee, 
as much almost as any group in the United States has been cited. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did I interrupt you when you were going to give us 
some additional illustrations ¢ 

Mrs. Brrnte. No, I think—unless you have another question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I was thinking perhaps of some particular incident 
in which you came to the defense of some individual perhaps who 
you knew to be guilty, but the Communist Party thought it was to 
their advantage to organize in behalf of this individual to have him 
released. 

Mrs. Brrnte. I think possibly the only illustration I have of that 
is an incident that happened in Great Falls, Mont., early in my career 
as a Communist. That involved an unemployment council member 
whose wife had been shot and died as a result of it. And the Commu- 
nist Party, and the Unemployment Council, of course, went to bat for 
the individual on the basis that he was simply an Unemployment Coun- 
cil member. They didn’t very carefully look into the matter, weren’t 
concerned, in fact, because the reason the woman 

Mr. Scuerer. You mean, you weren’t concerned with the facts. 
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Mrs. Brrnre. Wasn’t concerned with the facts. 

Mr. Scuerer. As to whether a man was guilty or not guilty. 

Mrs. Brirnte. Because, in fact, they almost precipitated a lynching 
in Great Falls of the other man involved. But it evolved that the 
Unemployment Council member was hijacking the other man’s liquor, 
and that is the reason why he got shot. His wife got shot. That is 
an incident of how they would go into a case without carefully exam- 
ining the facts, as long as a person appeared to be, shall we say, at a 
disadvantage, as this man seemed to be because he was unemployed. 
They would throw all of their weight to organizing a propaganda 
drive. That is one incident. 

Then, of course, there is something else I want to talk about, and 
that is how sometimes they were not interested in individuals who 
really deserved defense. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you tell us a bit about that? I understand you 
had quite a bit of work among Negro peoples. 

Would you tell us about your work, and whether the Communist 
Party was really sincerely interested in promoting good race 
relations ? 

Mrs. Brrntre. I am very anxious that every American know the 
truth about this particularly. I was considered a very good organizer 
among Negroes because, as I have before stated, I had certain feelings 
within myself, because of my childhood, certain maladjustments in my 
life, things that I considered missing, I would become quite upset when 
I saw people suffer from what I considered injustices. 

This particular thing in me was something the Communist Party 
used to a great advantage because they knew that I would become very 
definitely angry especially if I thought a Negro was being abused. 

I had the ill fortune of being in St. Joseph, Mo., just about the time 
a 18-year-old boy was lynched, and, of course, that set me on fire. I 
was very bitter about it, and the Communists knew it. They took ad- 
vantage of that bitterness in me, and so I was used as an organizer 
among Negroes to a great extent. I traveled with Janie Patterson, 
who, you know, was the mother of Heywood Patterson, and with 
Richard Moore back and forth across our district. I also traveled 
with Ada Wright, who is the mother of Andy and Roy Wright, two 
of the Scottsboro boys, and Leo Gallagher, who was the other member 
of that particular party. Leo Gallagher is an attorney in Los Angeles 
at this present moment. 

Mr. Kunzic. You knew him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Birnie. He attended some bureau meetings in our district. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Continue, please. 

Mrs. Birnie. And because I had organized Scottsboro Clubs quite 
effectively, and was well known as a defender of Negroes, and had used 
my feelings to a great extent to raise funds for Scottsboro, and to do 
everything I could to build up the movement, I felt very keenly 
about it. 

In the early part of 1934, we had a little interesting meeting Anna 
Louise Strong was in Omaha, and some other members of it, I should 
say, of the Communist Party, higher committees, had gathered there 
for a special little conference, and I had been in Sioux City. They 
called me down from Sioux City where we were much concerned with 
a sedition trial. There were 23 Communists in jail for sedition in 
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Sioux City. I was called in because of this special meeting with 
Mother Bloor and Andrew Omholdt. 

When I got into the city of Omaha, which was headquaters of our 
district at that time, I went to the International Labor Defense head- 
quarters first, which was my own headquarters, on the north side, in 
the Negro district on North 24th Street. I found there 3 letters. One 
letter was from my own sister. She wasn’t given to writing me very 
often because she wasn’t happy about what I was doing. But she 
sent me the clippings concerning an 18-year-old boy who was in trou 
ble in Des Moines. 

I received another letter from a man named Mahogany. He was a 
shot firer in the coal mines during the week and a Baptist minister on 
Sunday. He was not a Communist. He was only interested in the 
International Labor Defense because he believed that myself and a few 
others were interested in his race, and helping to alleviate their suf- 
ferings. He wrote me a letter concerning the boy, and asking me if I 
wouldn’t come to Des Moines to assist in the defense. 

Then there was another letter. This letter was from the section 
committee of the Communist Party in Des Moines. It was signed by 
every member of the section committee. It was in the form of a reso 
lution informing me that because there were only 6,000 Negroes in the 
city of Des Moines and not all of them voters, and because there were 
so many other important things at that time in the district, namely, 
the sedition case in Sioux City, and other cases of greater merit, they 
were giving me orders to stay out of the city of Des Moines and not 
defend this boy. 

Mr. Kunzic. You mean they wanted you not to have anything to 
do with helping this young Negro boy ? 

Mrs. Birnie. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. What did you do? 

Mrs. Birnie. Well, I just went to Des Moines and got all of the folks 
together, and held as many meetings as I could, and raised as much 
money as I could to help with this defense, and went ahead and worked 
for his defense anyhow. 

Mr. Kunzic. In other words, you disobeyed the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Brrente. I did. 

Mr. Kuwzia. Is that the beginning of your leaving the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Brrente. Yes, it was. 

Mr. Kunzie. Is that the point at which you found that the Com 
munist Party was not interested in helping Negroes, but merely ex 
ploiting them for whatever benefit could be achieved for the party ? 

Mrs. Birnie. That is definitely so. In the charges that were drawn 
up against me and presented against me, the night that the case went 
to the jury, I was brought to trial by the Communist Party. Charges 
were presented against me for insubordination, refusing to take orders 
from the Communist Party, following my own individualistic inclina- 
tions, and for conduct unbecoming a Communist. and this particularly 
is good, because they read into the charges the fact that I rode on 
streetcars with Negroes, and sat down in the public restaurants and 
ate with members of the defendant’s family when the workers in the 
city of Des Moines were not yet sufficiently educated to accept such 
conduct. 

Mr. Kunzic. That is what the Communist Party told you? 
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Mrs. Birnie. Those were the charges against me. 

Mr. Kunzia. If you used any individu: ality or thought on your own, 
that was suflicient to have you brought to trial in “the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Birnie. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzia. And so you left the party ? 

Mrs. Birnie. Very definitely. 

Mr. Vetpe. Well, left, or were you expelled ? 

Mrs. Birnie. I wasn’t expelled. These charges were taken to the 
district conference and they created quite a stir. I left myself because 
in spite of the fact that Mr. Browder himself rebuked the lowa Com- 
munists for their chauvinistic tendencies, I was sufficiently fed up 
and disillusioned not to trust them any longer. That is when I severed 
relationships with the Communist Party. 

Mr. Vetpr. Now, you mentioned Anna Louise Strong a while ago, 
in a meeting that you attended with her. Did you ever have any other 
meetings with Anna Louise Strong ? 

Mrs. Birnie. Well, I think possibly they were mostly, shall we say, 
informal meetings. We had one meeting on the south side of Omaha 
with Anna Louise Strong, where only Communist Party members were 
in attendance, and then of course we had Anna Louise Strong with 
us lecturing at various places. But she did attend one district meet- 
ing of the party with us in Omaha. 

Mr. Vetpr. She was a former writer ¢ 

Mrs. Birrnte. That is right. 

Mr. Veupr. Married a Russian, lived in the Soviet Union? 

Mrs. Brrnir. That is correct. 

Mr. Vetpr. You have something further, counsel ? 

Mr. Kounzic. I think I want to ask you, Mrs. Birnie, to have the 
record clear and so that the members understand, since you have men- 
tioned to us before, your interest in the downtrodden and in the peo- 
ple suffering, so forth, I believe at least came for one reason because 
you were a tragic victim of polio, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Brrnte. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Birnie, did you know a Charles Garland at any 
time? 

Mrs. Brrnte. I didn’t know him personally, but I knew that he was 
responsible for a great deal of the funds which kept Lem Harris and 
Hal Ware in operation, in the Garland Foundation. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know a person by the name Chrum, 
C-h-r-u-m ? 

Mrs. Brrnie. I feel reasonably sure that Mr. Chrum from South 
Dakota is the same Mr. Chrum who traveled considerably with An- 
drew Omboldt and attended several meetings with us in Great Falls. 

Mr. Kunzic. Communist Party meetings ¢ 

Mrs. Birnie. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I would like to also ask you here, more or less in con- 
clusion, Mrs. Birnie: Can you give us your further viewpoint on com- 
munism and its world purpose today based upon your own experi- 
ences? I know that you feel very deeply on this point. 

Mrs. Birnie. I do because I for the past 3 years have been spending 
all of my time lecturing on that very subject, trying to get the people 
of America to realize that this is not just a job of the | Un-American : 4 
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tivities Committee, but it is the job of every American. It isa real and 
very definite problem, this I know. 

There are many things that grieve me. I feel that all of us have 
failed in a measure to understand what communism intends to do. It 
does intend to invade and destroy our country and the things that are 
dear to all of our hearts. I say that because I know, because I have 
sat in committees and listened to folk from higher committees ex- 
hort us to keep pressing forward. 

[ have also, myself, been responsible for drawing up leaflets and 
speaking in propaganda meetings to the same effect. I feel that the 
Communist Party’s intent and purpose is not what it apparently 
seems to the public who have gone along with the saying, well, some 
part of it is good. They have done this and they have done that. 
Frankly, there is nothing good in communism because in the begin- 
ning it starts with something that is wrong. It starts with the 
destruction of our faith in God and it ends up with enslavement of 
the peoples. It makes no bones about using every single opportunity 
it ean, such as the heartaches of the Negroes and the downtrodden 
people in this Nation, people who are unemployed, people who suffer 
from economic circumstances. They play upon the broken strings 
of or le’s hearts and the misfortunes of their lives in order to build 
up their power. I feel very keenly about this because I think, though 
I may not know as much about it as some people think they do, I 
know enough about it to know that it is un-American and that every 
American should get behind those who are seeking to erase it from 
our American way of life. 

Mr. Kunzic. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Verne. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. Nothing. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Moulder? 

Mr. Movutprer. Nothing. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mrs. Birnie, we certainly do appreciate your taking 
the time that you have from your busy life, knowing that you have 
just recently been ill, and it is very kind of you to come to Chicago 
today to give this very pointed evidence. 

Of course, I am sure we all understand that your connection with 
the Communist Party was more or less the early days of the Com- 
munist movement here, but we as a committee of Congress are inter- 
ested in all phases of communism at all periods of time in order to 
_ lish a pattern of the methods in the Communist conspiracy and 

ttempt to overthrow our form of government. In that respect, we 
are very appreciative of your testimony that you gave. 

If there are no further questions, you are dismissed with the com- 
mittee’s thanks. 

Mrs. Birnie. Thank you. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Vevpe. Call the next witness. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Walter W. Rumsey. 

He is in the hall, Mr. Chairman. He will be here in just one 
moment. 

Right this way. sir. 

Mr. Veupr. Raise your right hand to be sworn, please. 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
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Mr. Rumsey. I do. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Be seated and make yourself comfortable, Mr. 
Rumsey. 

Would you state your full name, please, sir ? 


TESTIMONY OF WALTER W. RUMSEY 
Mr. Rumsey. Walter W. Rumsey. 


Mr. Kunzia. R-u-m-s-e-y / 

Mr. Rumsey. Right. 

Mr. Kunzic. And your present address, Mr. Rumsey ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Moline, Route 1. 

Mr. Kunzie. Moline, Ill. ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Moline, Ill. 

Mr. Kunzic. Route 1? 

Mr. Rumsey. Route 1. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present employment, s 

Mr. Rumsey. Painter. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where? 

Mr. Ri MSEY. John Deere Plow Works, in Moline, Ill. 

Mr. Kunzia. How do you spell that Deere ? 

Mr. Rumsry. D-e-e-r-e. 

Mr. Kunzia. John Deere Plow Works ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Plow works. 

Mr. KUNZIG. How long have you been employed by the John Deere 
Plow Works? 

Mr. Rumsey. Since 1937. 

Mr. Kunzia. And this isin Moline, Ill. ? 

Mr. Rumsey. It isin Moline, Il. 

Mr. Kunziac. Where were you born, Mr. Rumsey ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. Milwaukee, Wis. 

Mr. Kunzia. What year ? 

Mr. Rumsey. 1894. 

Mr. Kunzie. Are you now a member of the Communist Party, M1 
Rumsev ? 

Mr. Rumsey. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzig. When did you join the party ? 

Mr. Rumsey. 1942, the last part of 1942, 1943. 

Mr. Kunzic. Whe re did you join ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Rock Island, Ill. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you explain to the committee, please, the cit 
cumstances under which you joined the p: = ¢ 

Mr. 7 MsEY. Well, I was chairman of a local union in the John 
Deere ] -low Works. I had a series of inteediinés and I was inca- 
pacitated to the heavier work. So I took within the Farm Equip- 
ment Union an organizing job in that union. And in that respect 
became and was involved in the union and with the Communists with 
in the union, and was recruited into the party. 

Mr. Kunzie. Who recruited you into the Communist Party, M1 


Rumsey ? 


»/ 
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Mr. Rumsey. John T. Watkins. He was then district president of 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the full name of that union, please ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. United Farm Equipment and Metal Workers, CIO, 
at that time. 

Mr. Kunzic. And do you know where he is today, if it lies within 
your knowledge? 

Mr. Rumsey. No, it doesn’t. His home is in Rock Island. 

Mr. Kunzic. Rock Island? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know whether he is connected with any union 
activity today ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes, he took a few of the locals within the UE-FEF, 
which the CIO e xpe ‘led, and then the y emerged from the UE, and 
from there he took 3 or 4 locals to himself, and they are about to have 
elections for going back to the CIO. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you explain just how he recruited you, how 
this John a, W atkins recruited you into the Communis st P arty ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. Well, first, they were quite free with the dollar at 
= time. Secondly, I was told that a good organizer should be with 

e party so that the V could follow the old party line. 

yt Ktunzic. A good labor organizer should be with the Communist 
Party to follow the Communist Party line ? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 

Mr. KK NZ1G. D) d he tell you at that time that he was a member of 
the Communist Party himself ? 

Mr. Rumsry. No, he didn’t say that he was. 

rer Kunzig. But you found him to be when you got in, is that 
rig ht ? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, how long did you belong to the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Rumsey. It would be in 1944, August, when I left. 

Mr. Kunzic. To oe did you pay dues in the party ¢ 

Mr. Rumsry. Well. it would be the various organizers, that is the 
district organizers. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you ever pay dues to Mr. Watkins? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was this at the beginning? 

Mr. Rumsey. At the start. 

Mr. Kunzic. . recall how much dues you did pay 4 

Mr. Rumsey. Well, was on the pe reentage. It was prorated per- 
centagewise. 

Mr. Kunzic. How much money you made, is that right ? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right? 

Mr. Kunzic. And then later on, I presume, you paid dues to the 
party functionary in the district, is that right? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right; yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you recall any of the names of those people ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. Warner Betterson. 

Mr. Kunzia. What is the name again. 

Mr. Rumsey. Warner Betterson. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. How do you spell the last name ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. I will have to refer here— 
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Mr. Kunzic. Are these notes of your own ‘ 

Mr. Rumsry. Yes; they aremyown. Are they all right 

Mr. Kunzig. Go ahead. 

Mr. Rumsey. It has been quitea while. B-e-t-t-e-r-s-o-n. 

Mr. Kunzic. Lsee. And you paid dues to him ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. Another one I paid dues to was Joan Steel 

Mr. Kunzia. Who was this Betterson and who was Joan Stee 12 

Mr. Rr MSEY. One tollowed the other. Betterson was the dis 
trict organizer of the —— of lowa, Nebraska, and a portion ot 
Illinois, the Quad Cities of Illinois. When he left, this Joan Steel 
became the organizer at that time, as the district funct onary. 

Mr. Kunzic. What branch of the Communist Party did you be 
long to ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. The industrial group. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was it? Would you describe to the committee 
the main purpose an d activities of that branch of the party ¢ What 
were they trying to do for the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. Well, what they were striving to do was to disrupt 
mainly, to set their program of propaganda, to get the shop workers 
acclimated to the Daily Worker, and that was the function of the 
organizer. 

Mr. Kunzia. What positions did you hold, Mr. Rumsey, in the 
Communist Party in your area? 

Mr. Rumsey. , in 1943, I was the Quad City industrial district 
organizer. 

Mr. Kunzic. Quad City industrial district organizer ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. During that time, did you hold any official position 
with the FEUE-CIO? 

Mr. Rumsey. I was organizer for the union, too, yes; for that 
union. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did it ever get confusing as to who you were work 
ing for ? 

Mr. Rumsey. It was one and the same. 

Mr. Kunzic. One and the same ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Could you explain that a little bit ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Well, the party line, of course, had to be adhered to 
at union meetings in order to get our so-called pieces of legislation 
passed by the people i in the shop, so that we had to organize before 
each meeting, our people, the Communists, in order for them to under 
stand. This may sound a little silly, but nevertheless, we may put one 
piece of legislation before a union, a local union today, and change it 
tomorrow, so that I mean we had to be on our toes on this. 

Mr. Kunzic. You were following, of course, the Communist line? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Could you tell us specifically what your duties were 
as organizer for the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Well, to recruit, and to recruit new members, hold 
study groups, clubs as they called it, study clubs in the evenings, and 
then as I say, keep our people in the shop, what Communists we had, 
to le: ad the union meetings, and dominate them. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you personally attend any Communist Party con- 
ventions? 
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Mr. Rumsry. Yes; in Des Moines, Iowa, in 19438, 1944, I think it 
was, in the spring of 1944. 

Mr. Kunzic. What activity did you have there, if any specific one ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Uwasthere; I was appointed to the district committee. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was that ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. In what area ? 

Mr. Rumsey. In Iowa, Nebraska, and Illinois. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever solicit memberships? Did you ever get 
other people to join the party? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes; a few. 

Mr. Kunzic. Before we go into the various people that you solicited 
_ to the part y, the people from whom you may have collected dues, I 

nk, Mr. Chairman. this might be the moment for a 5-minute recess. 

a Veupe. The committee will be in recess for 5 minutes. 

(Whereupon a brief recess was taken.) 

Mr. Vevpr. The committee will be in order. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Rumsey, you mentioned that you had solicited 
people into the Communist Party. Would you tell us the names of 
some of the people whom you solic ited 2 

Mr. Rumsey. Gus; I think it is Peter Gustafson. He goes by the 
name of Gus. 

Mr. Kunzic. Gustafson ? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzia. Who or where is he? 

Mr. Rumsry. He is an employee of the John Deere Plow Works, 
secretary of the UE Union, secretary of that local in the UE Union. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who else? 

Mr. Rumsey. Donald O. Spencer. 

Mr. Kunzic. He already has appeared and testified before this com- 
mittee; is that correct ? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you collect dues, too, from people for the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Ir. Rumsey. Well, I collected dues as the distriet organizer for that 
district, after beng made such for the industrial group, that is, all 
organizers, John Watkins. alias Sam Brown. 

Mr. Kunzic. That is the John Watkins you mentioned a few mo- 
ments ago ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. one and the same. 

Mr. Kunzie. He hasan alias? 

Mr. Rumsry. Sam Brown. 

Mr. Kunzia. But they are the same anal 

Mr. Rumsey. That is his Communist Party name, Sam Brown 

Mr. Kunzic. I see. 

Mr. Rumsey. That is what he—and then there were others. Harold 
Fisher. 

Mr. Kunzic. Harold Fisher. 

Mr. Rumsey. Charles Hobbe. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who was Harold Fisher ? 

Mr. Rumsey. He was a district organizer, in the district for the 


unton. 
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Mr. Veutpr. May I ask, was it a common practice in that particular 
unit of the Communist Party to use an alias ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. In all of the various Communist ceils or clubs, 
it is very common. 

Mr. Veupr. What was the purpose of using aliases generally? At 
that time, did the members of the Communist Party particularly in the 
labor unions, as officials, have the feeling they were doing something 
wrong or something secretive ¢ 

Mr. Rumsry. That was my) question to them, too, Yes, they did. 
From the time that I joined, I took the position that if I was joining it, 
I would be one, and I didn’t care who knew it. But they used thei 
aliases, and apparently had something to hide. 

Mr. Vetpr. Used their aliases for the purpose of signing membe1 
ship cards and paying dues? 

Mr. Rumsey. Paying dues, yes. Otherwise, within the local unions, 
they functioned as Watkins, so on, you see. 

Mr. Vevpe. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. In other words, it was just a 
coverup. 

Mr. IK NZIG. In the case of Watkins, did you collect dues from him 
under the name of Watkins or Sam Brown 4 

Mr. Rumsey. Sam Brown. 

Mr. Kunzic. You mentioned Donald Spencer, Watkins, Gustafson ; 
are there any ot her people from whom you collected dues ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Quite a few. There are a lot of them around now. 
Henry Mack. 

Mr. NKwunzic. What was he at the time / 

Mr. Rumsry. Well, he was an organizer, came from the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade. An organizer over in Spain. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was he in the Moline area 4 

Mr. Rt MSEY. Yes, he was out there ut the time I collected dues from 
him. 

Mr. Kunzic. He is not there now / 

Mr. Rumsry. No, he is not there. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think it should be noted, Mr. Counsel, that the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade has been designated as a Communist-front 
organization on numerous occasions. 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes. Are there any other names, Mr. Rumsey / 

Mr. Rumsey. I havea list of them. 

Mr. Kouwnzic. Isthisa list which you made of people whom you knew 
to be members of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Rumsey. This is a few of them I have had contact with, and 
know to be definitely Communists. 

Mr. Kunzic. You definitely know these people to be Communists. 
You are only cone to mention hames now of people whom you knew 
to be Communists ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Whom I have had contact with through the Con 
munists and functioned with them asa Communist. 

Mr. Kunzic. Asa Communist. 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Use your notes ane give us the names. 

Mr. Rumsey. I would like to have it stated, too, I am making 
mistakes about these. These are known. paid, and so forth, card-carry 
ine Communists. 

Mr. Scrrerer. They were at the time ? 
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Rumsey. I am glad you spoke of that. They were at the time 
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Mr. Kunzic. Who else? 
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Mr. Rumsey. Theo Kruse from Moline, a beautician operator. 


Mr. Kunzia. K-r-u 

Mr. Rumsey. S-e. 

Mr. Kunzia. Kruse. 

Mr. Rumsry. Charles Lawson, district vice-presiden 
of the United Farm Equipment and 
1 the south side. 

Mr. Kunzia. 
Mr. 
Island. 
Mr. Kunzia. Spell that. 
Mr. Rumsey. L-i-d-e-l. 


Rumsey. That is right. 


Mr. Kunzic. And the first name is O-l-a-f ? 
Mr. Rumsey. Olaf. 
Mr. KwunzicG. 


Who was Mr. Lidel ? 
Mr. He was watchmaker, 
Island. 


Mr. IKuNzia. 


RUMSEY. 


Rock Island ? 
Mr. Rumsey. Rock Island, Il. 
Mr. Kun All right. 
Mr. Rumsey. Sarah and Murray Levine. 
but Communists. 
Mr. Kunzic. Where? 
Mr. Rumsey. In Rock Isla 
Mr. Kuwnzia. In 
Mr. Rumsey. Le ; 
Mr. Kunzic. Spell that. 
Mr. Rumsry. L-e-u-t-h. 
Mr. Kunzic. Harriet Leuth ? 
Mr. Rumsey. Yes. 
Mr. Kuwnzic. Who was Harriet Leuth ? 
Mr. Rumsry. Just a factory worker, } 
And Henry M: ek. 
Mr. Kunzic. Henry 
Mr. Rumsey. That is the one f 
Mr. Kunzic. You mentioned him aw 
Mr. Rumsey. Yes. 
trict. fon 
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Mr. Kunzia. M-a-r-s-h? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right 

Mr. Kunzic. Who was Herb Marsh ? 

Mr. Rumsry. D strict president for the Packinghouse Workers. 
Mr. Kuwnzic. District pre sident for the Packinghou e Workers? 


Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 
Mr. Kunzia. , 
be members of the Communist Party ? 
Mr. Rumsey. Yes. 
Mr. Kunzic. And who else? 
Mr. Rumsey. Ajay Martin. 
Mr. Kwunzia. sp 1] that. 
Mr. Rumsry. A-j-a-y M-a-r-t-i-n 


And you knew him as you knew all of these ot 
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Mr. Kuwnzic. His first name was Ajay. 

Mr. Rumsey. Ajay Martin, Peoria Caterpillar Works. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. From the Peoria Caterpillar Works. What was his 
position down there ? 

Mr. Rumsey. The last official position he had was vice president, 
international vice president of the United Farm Equipment and 
Metal Workers. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. And you knew him as a Communist ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Who else was there ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Harold Metcalf. He is a retired machine worke1 
from Davenport, lowa. 

Mr. Kunzic. Go on, please. 

Mr. Rumsey. John Milkevitch. 

Mr. Kunzic. M-i-]-k-e-v-i-t-c-h ? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right, from the International Harvester 
Works. He was a committee member of the union, local 104, East 
Moline, International Harvester plant. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are there any others that you knew ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. Grant Oakes. 

Mr. Kunzig. G-r-a-n-t O-a-k-e-s? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. Kunzia. Who was Grant Oakes? 

Mr. Rumsey. He was president of the International Farm Equip 
ment and Metal Workers. 

John Weber or Joe Weber, or Joe Ruick, either one. 

Mr. Kunzic. That was an alias? 

Mr. Rumsey. I don’t know which was the alias. 

Mr. Kounzic. You don’t know which was the real name or the 
alias? 

Mr. Rumsey. I think Ruick was the real name, or that was. I 
think that is what he came to this country with. This Weber was 
hooked on later on. 

\nyway, it was Ruick or Weber, either one. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who was Mr. Ruick or Mr. Weber ? 

Mr. Rumsey. He was district organizer for the national office, out 
of the national office. 

Mr. Kunzic. Of what? 

Mr. Rumsey. Of the Farm Equipment and Metal Workers. He 
was up for deportation. I don’t know what came out of it. 

Then there was a Frank Rogers. He was an organizer for the 
arm Equipment and Metal Workers. He worked out of the lake 
district here in the south side. At one time, he was at Peoria. 

Mr. Kunzic. Any other names now ¢ 

Mr. Rumsry. Arthur Saunders, S-a-u-n-d-e-r-s ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Isthat the way to spell it ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Arthur Saunders. 

Mr. Rumsey. Steelworkers. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. In what connection did you know Arthur Saunders? 

Mr. Rumsey. A Communist, in the confines of communism, attend- 
ing meetings, so forth. 


Mr. Kunzic. What was his work other than communism ? 
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Mr. Rumsey. His position in the steelworkers was that of an 
organizer. 

William Sentner. 

Mr. Kunzic. Spell Sentner. 

Mr. Rumsey. S-e-n-t-n-e-r. 

Mr. Kunzic. William Sentner. Who was William Sentner / 

Mr. Rumsey. He was the district vice president for the St. Louis 
district. It is quite a district, part of Illinois, Missouri, lowa,— 

Mr. Kuwnzia. District of what? 

Mr. Rumsey. Of the United Electrical, Radio and Machine Work- 
ers, DE. 

Mr. Kunzie. I see. Continue. 

Mr. Rumsey. Seymour Siporin. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. S-e-y-m-o-u-r? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Spell the last name. 

Mr. Rumsey. S-i-p-o-r-i-n. District organizer for the United Farm 
Equipment and Metal Workers Union. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who else ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Donald O. Spencer. 

Mr. Kunzic. That is the Spencer who has cooperated with the 
committee ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. He has no official position with any union as of 
this time. 

Joan Steel, district organizer for the Iowa, Nebraska, and Illinois, 
part of Illinois district of the Communist Party. 

Joe Stern. 

Mr. Kunzic. S-t-e-r-n? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who was Joe Stern ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Well, the first I got to know of him, he was on the 
committee in the East some place. 

Mr. Kunzic. What committee’ 

Mr. Rumsey. Central committee, a committee, Quad-Cities Indus 
trial Committee. 

Then there was George and Ray Teeple. 

Mr. Kunzia. Spell that, please 

Mr. Rumsey. T-e-e-p-l-e. 

Mr. Kunzie. George and Ray Teeple. Are they two people or one? 

Mr. Rumsey. Two people, brothers, two. They would have to be. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, the two 'Teeples; what was their position other 
than the Communist work that you knew ¢ 

Mr. Rumsry. Well, Ray Teeple was chairman of the local union in 
Bettendorf, Lowa, which is included in the Quad Cities, and he was 
chairman of that local for the Bettendorf union at the time. George 
Teeple; he was a foundry worker in Moline, but they were both with- 
in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. Any others? 

Mr. Rumsey. Donald T-i-e-g-l-a-n. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who was Donald Tieglan ? 

Mr. Rumsey. He is from 104, International Harvester local, East 
Moline, and secretary-treasurer of their local at one time. Inci- 
dentally, he ran as representative, and served as a representative for 
2 years, in the House of Representatives. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Here- 

Mr. Rumsey. Here in Illinois. 

Mr. Kunzic. Here in [linois? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. And this man, Donald Tieglan, whom you knew, as 
you say, just served as a represent: itive in Illinois, you knew to be a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 

Mr. Kuwnziac. Any others? 

Mr. Rumsey. Rex Wielock, United Electric Workers’ organizer. 

Mr. Kunzic. Continue. 

Mr. Rumsey. John and Marie Wilson, man and wife, no official 
position, only Communists. 

Mr. Kunzia. Where did they live? 

Mr. Rumsey. Davenport, Iowa. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Isthat the full number of names? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is all that I have; yes. 

Ktunzic. So that the record is clear and we understand it com- 
pletely, all of the names vou have mentioned in the last 10 or 15 
minutes are people whom you knew to be members of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Rumsrty. Thatisr oht : that have either collecte cl dues from 
or sat in important Communist meetings with. 

\t this point, Chairman Velde left the hearing room.) 

Mr. Rumsey. I might add, too, that if I hadn’t collected dues from 
ese, or sat in very important meetings, I was on the way to give 
them important assignments for the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was Tieglan a representative in the legislature at the 
time you knew him to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. At the same time? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes, sit 

Mr. Kunzic. Was it publicly known he was a Communist ? 

Mr. Rumsey. No. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, in previous discussions, Mr. Rumsey, you men- 


t} 


t } 


tioned that you held positions in the union and in the Communist 
Party, and a field organizer, I think you stated, for the union. Was 
it your opinion that without es a member of the Communist Party 
and without the Communist Party support you couldn’t have held 


the position of field organizer w ‘ithin this union ? 

Ir. Rumsey. No, you couldn't. 

Mr. Kunzie. Why would that have been impossible ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Well, they were one and the same. 

Mr. Kunzic. Could you make it clear to us, How does the Com- 
munist Party dominate this union ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. Well, for instance, when they were trying, or about 
to try these 12 top Communists, the official duty of the Communist 
Party was to get money, and protect the guys, lawyers, so forth, so 
they asserted this, “we will assess the membership.” "So they assessed 
the membership for a dollar apiece. 

Mr. Kunzia. They had to give a dollar? 

Mr. Rumsey. Assessment: that is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. You are telling age committee that whether or not 
these workers wished to support the 11 Communists in the New York 
trial, they still had to pay a dollar ? 
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Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Under the guise of union leadership, whatever you 
want to eall it 7 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 

Mr. Kcunzic. Did the members know that ? 

Mr. Rumsey. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. What did they think they were giving the money for / 

Mr. Rumsry. To help further the union's cause. wis them more 
rights and more money. That was the part of the Communists at that 
time, to steer them away from the real truth. We would set up, 1 
say we, I wasn’t into it myself, so givnt then as I wasa little earlier, I 
was on the fighting edge with then.. out I knew that it was going on. 
I knew that the membership was being betrayed and tried to tell them 
they were being betrayed. Of course, I was on my way out. But they 
would set up what few Communists they had to prolong the meeting, 
delay everything they could delay, until they looked around and 
counted noses and found out, well, we have three more than the vy have. 
Then we put it toa vote. 

Mr. Kunzia. In other words, you are telling us that by lack 
interest on the part of the laboring man in his own union meeting, the 
Communists were able to steal it out from under him 7 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzig. By postponing votes until late at night ? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. If they couldn’t muster enough 
streneth before the meeting, then this trick would be what they would 
stoop to. If they could muster enough votes to get the vote through, 
they were tic kled to death to do it. 

Mr. Kunzic. You said you were on the way out. You meant on 
the way out of the Communist Party because you were trying to 
wise up other people as to what was going on? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. These are the things that are still 
going on within these terrible Communist-dominated unions. 

Mr. Scuerer. How do you know that ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Well, from propaganda leaflets, for instance. Now, 
when Donald Spencer testified here, just for instance 

Mr. Scuerer. Two years ago? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right, something like that. They said, well, 
Donald Spencer, the Communist. He is a Communist. That is the 
way they had it. They didn’t say he was a former Communist, the 
Communist, Donald Spencer. They twist the thing. They are not 
ashamed of putting out a leaflet against this committee and having 
the people, the opinion of the people turned against it. So when they 
wouldn’t fear to attack the committee, they wouldn’t fear to attack 
an individual. 

I wish I had brought some of the samples along with me. 

Mr. Scuerer. We have seen them. 

Mr. Rumsey. I have had against me, $200,000, where my wife ac- 
cused me of holding out on her, $75,000, defamation of character. 

Mr. Kunzic. They put completely false things out ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. It would cost me $100 or $150 to get an attorney. 
Then they drop it. It wouldn’t fail to cost me something. 

Mr. Scuerer. You have defamation of character other than by 
congressional committees ? 

Mr. Rumsey. It seems so. 
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Mr. Kunzic. I want to be sure that one point is clear, Mr. Rumsey. 
You are telling us that in these unions there will be assessments which 
the worker, the average guy, the man that is working hard for every 
dollar, has to pay these assessments to the union, has no idea they are 
being used for Communist activities ? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. You knew it was being used in connection with the 
party / 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. In a farmers’ meeting, I sat in with the top 
brass, nuts, where they decided what they would do if it came to 
that. 

(At this point, Chairman Velde returned to the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Rumsey. So that is the reason I have information on it, of 
the assessment. Of course, they were told by the central committee 
just how much they would have to contribute. 

Mr. Veuve. Mr. Rumsey, it is very obvious that you have been 
a successful labor leader. You have also had experience in commu- 
nism. It has always been peculiar to me, the knowledge that mem- 
bers of these Communist-dominated unions would not vote them out 
of power, vote them out of authority. What is your opinion on that? 
What is the reason that members. the good members of the Communist- 
dominated labor unions, cannot go in and in a labor union election 
vote them out of authority ¢ 

Mr. Rumsey. I would be happy to answer that. It has been a puzzle 
tome. I have made quite a study of it. 

Mr. Vetpe. We greatly appreciate your answering that question in 
your own way. That will aid us in the work that we are trying to do. 
Mr. Rumsey. I hope it does. 

Mr. Veupe. At the present time, before the Un-American Activities 
Committee, there is pending a bill which we are studying, to make 
every attempt to rid the labor union movement of these Communist 
dominated unions. As you know, many of them, several of them were 
thrown out of the CIO several years ago, but they still exist, are in 
authority, bargaining right here, in the Chicago area, a number of 
defense plants that are engaged in vital work to protect the security 
of the United States, and furnish scientific material, implements that 
might assist in our defense. 

Mr. Rumsey. That is true, and it has always amazed me, the sup- 
port they would get in a vote of a plant of that nature. Here is the 
way they do it. It isa piece of propaganda they put out. Well, Velde 

il his committee can call anybody a Communist: anybody that has 
ae ‘n working, anybody that is trying to make a living wage in this 
plant, everybody that fights for a nickel an hour, adjustment of your 
wages equi al to Joe Blow or whoever is working alongside of you, the Vv 
can call you a Communist. That is what they are doing about me. I 
am up for a local union meeting. I can sell them that. Right down 
the line, they go for it. An organizer steps up there and says to them, 

“Who is to keep. you from calling me a Communist if you wanted to? 

Now, do they read the press? No. They don’t read the papers. 
They don’t actu: ally look into the report of a committee. They are not 
interested. They will go to a local union meeting and find out that 
Velde is going to have a committee meeting. Here we have an elec- 
tion. I mean, they condemn the committee for this certain thing. Now, 
these certain few, again more than likely the Communists will go back 





COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE CHICAGO AREA 4255 


into the plant, and you will see them very active in the morning, spread 

ing this news that Joe Blow came to the meeting with this prop: aganda. 

They will spread it through the shop by word of mouth. Probably in 
the afternoon going home there will be a leaflet to the same effect. It 
surprises me that people can’t wake up, but they don’t. They allow 
themselves to work at a machine, make their $15, $16, $20 a d: iy, and 
have no idea what is going on back of them. They have no idea they 
are contributing to the defense of a bunch of Communists, or making 
it possible for Communists to function. 

Now, they got quite a laugh when I told them I was coming up here. 
After it was exposed, I told them. They got quite a kick out of it 
They said, “What are you going up there for? They haven’t done 
anything.” 

I don’t really agree with them that you haven't done anything. I 
think there have been things done. 

Mr. Venupr. Of course, we have had a great many hearings all 
throughout the country dealing with the subject of communism and 
the labor union movement. We have had a lot of our hearings printed, 
pamphlets, so that members in the Communist-dominated unions 
should know that we have the information and should be willing to 
read the information that is furnished free of charge in most instances 
by the Federal Government. <As far as the elections themselves are 
concerned, elections for representation, are all union members pretty 
well notified of the pending election / 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes, that they are. The National Labor Relations 
Board does a very good job on that, and they have to be notified, there 
has to be a notice up 30 days prior to the ‘election. That is. for in- 
stance, under the Smith-¢ ‘onnally bill, you know, the old strike vote, 
vou had to have an election before you could go on strike. Elections 
for union security would have to be posted 30 days on the bulletin 
board, company and union bulletin boards, 30 days prior to the elec- 
tion. So there wouldn’t be any excuse for that. Both unions will flood 
the plant, at the gate, with leaflets. But there would be no way of 
keeping that away from the people. But it is just the propaganda that 
these Communists have put over to their people, and they just go along 
with them. 

Now, they are losing. I mean, the employer is the one that is win- 
ning, not the factory worker. He is winning nothing. He is losing. 
But the employer, he is sitting happy. I don’t think there is an em 
ployer w ithin that group that is doing anything to mi uintain that lousy 
union. I don’t re: ally believe the y are. The ‘Vv aren "t ts iking any sides, 
either. 

Mr. Kunzic. May ITaska point, Mr. Chairman / 

Mr. VeLpge. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. Let me ask you this, Mr. Rumsey. I was interested 
when you said a while ago that the union members, let us call them the 
non-Communist union members, were not informed and did not take 
the trouble to read about it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you finished discussing these employers? ‘Talk- 
ing about the employers’ activities ? 

Mr. Rumsey. I was going to say—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Those instances where you had Communist-domi 
nated unions in the shop. I didn’t want you to be cut off. 
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Mr. Rumsey. I don’t think the employer is taking any definite stand 
one way or the other of keeping them there, but I say it is to nis ad- 
vantage to keep them there, splitting it up. 

Mr. Scuerer. I would like for you to tell us why. 

Mr. Rumsey. For instance, there is the UE which is Communist- 
dominated. Now, the UAW, it has been a union—-if there are any 
ee they are very few, and they are not at the top—to my 
estimation, I couldn’t give you anything authentic on it, but I am quite 
sure foes are none at the top. There may be a few within some of the 
very large locals. But there the UAW has a portion of the Interna- 
tional Harvester chain, and have the largest portion of the John Deere 
chain, where the Communists have the minority. Now, these same 
Communists within these locals will vote to accept less than what the 
UAW would accept. I mean, the employer sits there and laughs at 
both of them. Why should he try to get rid of one or the other. He is 
sitting in a good seat. The Communists are very willing to stay. They 

y, “We got our contract first.” They don’t say what they got. They 
blow it way up in propaganda. 

Mr. Vevpr. Actually, the leaders of a Communist-dominated union 
are doing harm tot heir good members economically. 

Mr. Rumsey. Very definitely. Could I cite you one more instance ? 

Mr. Vevpr. Certainly. That is what we are here for. 

Mr. Rumsey. This was during the war. In the ordnance steel plant 
in Bettendorf, lowa, which is in the confines of the Quad Cities, I 
was designated and sent there by the district president of the FE 
CIO, and at that time, of course, there was a district organizer there 
tor the Communist Party. We were discussing this plant, and I was 
very fearful that a strike was about to take place within this ordnance 
plant, and it was a Government contract. So they said, “You go 
over, see what you can do.” Well, I went over and I had a talk with 
the ordnance people, with the officers, and some of the bigwigs, and 
they told me if there is : anything the Vy can do to he ‘Ip kee ‘p these people 
in the plant they would certainly do it. We met all evening, and we 
thrashed out what we wanted. They said, “All right. That is what 
we will try to get for you through the Kansas (¢ ‘ity War Labor 
Board. We will go to them, if you will go before these people and 
tell them what we are doing, and we will do everything possible 
that we can.” So I did this. I called a meeting, after being up all 
night, I called a meeting the next morning and they voted to go back 
to work, voted to continue work until the bigwigs came from the 
Kansas City War Labor Board. 

I went back over to the office and really felt good, felt I had done 
something. I got one of the worst ridiculings in my life because I 
didn’t keep those people on the street, because the Communist Party 
wanted me to. 

There is an instance of a great danger. The more of them they 
have, the better off the employer is. 

Mr. Veupr. Yes, of course. I think it is true, too, that if the em- 
ployer would engage actively in the representation elections, they 
might be accused of unfair labor practices. 

Mr. Rumsey. Certainly. I wasn’t saying they should do this. 

Mr. Vetpr. I know you weren't. 

Mr. Movtper. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Vector. Mr. Moulder. 
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Mr. Mounper. Of course, we all am iow that an overwhelming ma- 
jority of organized labor and membership in the unions are anti- 
Communist. 

Mr. Rumsey. Very definitely. 

Mr. Mounper. That a few, or a minority, have been able in some in- 
stances, as revealed by testimony before this committee in Detroit, 
where a local union composed of several thousand members, at the 
annual election or meeting, only 200 or 800 would attend, some larger 
numbers than that, then the Communists would harangue and finally 
tire the group out until 100 or 200 would leave, until they were 1n 
control of the election. 

Now, do you believe from your experience that balloting by mail, 
if sent out to all members, secret balloting by mail, and the counting 
of those votes by impartial representatives, would correct that 
situation ? 

Mr. Rumsey. No; I don’t believe so. 

Mr. Scuerer. Why not? 

Mr. Rumsey. Well, to start out with, Joe Blow. when he gets home, 
you may give him most any literature, anything else, when he gets 
home he is going to get on his slippers and sit down. That is the 
end of that. Your ballot is over there, and it is never sent in. We 
tried that in the John Deere Plow Works one time. There was a 
strike called by the Communist faction of the Quad Cities. It had 
nothing to do with our shop. Actually, there were only 2 or 3 
Communists within our shop. So they worked it around, would have 
a web around these people, and got the *m on the street. We thought 
we would take a ballot by mail. Out of 1,200 ballots, we got back 
about 200 ballots. I mean, the people were on strike. 

Mr. Vetpr. Were they secret ballots by mail ? 

Mr. Rumsey. By mail. 

Mr. Vevpr. No way of identifying whom it came from ? 

Mr. Rumsey. No. If there was a mark on it, you couldn’t put your 
name on it. If you put your name on it, the ballot was void. That 
was very definite ly expli ained to them in the letter. 

Mr. Vexpr. It is very unfortunate that a small group of unions are 
controlled by Communists. Organized labor is not recognized or 
tolerated in Soviet Russia. 

Mr. Rumsey. No; it is not. That is the guise they go under, but 
it is very definitely untrue that Soviet Russia recognized any labor. 

Mr. Scurrer. We have found that to be true not only in unions, 
but small groups in other organizations in American life, who are 
Communist dominated or controlled by them. 

Mr. Vetpe. I certainly concur with that. I think the Iron Curtain 
countries found that out. It doesn’t take much to control the whole 
nation. 

Mr. Kunzia. I was interested when you said that the union members 
were not informed, reading about it in the papers, would take what 
was handed out to them at the meeting, when talking about this com- 
mittee. I would assume, then, they would not understand the techni- 
calities and the laws, and therefore probably would not understand 
that the function of this committee, of course, is not to convict—we 
have no powers of a court—but merely to get information upon which 
legislation will be based, and that the convicting of Communists is a 
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problem for the courts. That is not understood or explained to the 
members, is it? 

Mr. Rumsey. No, it is not. 

Mr. Kunzic. Nor would they know, for example, that in the study- 
ing, and analysis, and preparing of laws, in the past year some 47 dif- 
ferent laws and statutes have originated and started from the work of 
this committee. That type of information, you mean, was not given 
to the union members / 

Mr. Rumsey. That is true. For instance, on Taft-Hartley, on the 
loyalty oath, I don’t know whether they have changed that - 

Mr. Scuerer. No. 

Mr. Vewpr. That is a matter being studied in the House Labor and 
Education Committee at the present time, and by our committee as 
well. 

Mr. Rumsey. Myself and the committee, and the executive board in 
2 years, 2 successive years, signed and swore to these oaths, and we 
were never allowed to turn them in on the assumption that the inter- 
national had to send a financial statement. So of course, their being 
tied up with the helping of the top Communists, they couldn’t file 
a statement. We never did get to send ours in to the Secretary of 
Labor. 

But now, at the union meetings 

Mr. Scuerer. I didn’t understand what you said. You mean you 
signed them irrespective of the fact that you were a member of the 
Communist Party / 

Mr. Rumsey. Not at that time. This was in 1947 or 1948. 

Mr. Kunzie. What you did mean was, at the present time, although 
the law requires these oaths to be turned in, for various legal techni- 
‘alities they haven’t then turned them in ? 

Mr. Rumsey. That wasn’t what I was getting at,no. Some of them 
later on signed them, I think, in 1949. Anyway, 1946, 1947, or 1947-48, 
one or the other of the years, we all signed them, fully intending to 
send the m in from our local union. The international wouldn’t allow 
us to because a financial statement had to be sent, had to accompany 
these statements, or they wouldn’t accept them. 

I talked to a fellow over here from Detroit the other day, a friend 
of mine. He says now that, and out here the same thing, out here 
in the Quad Cities, and even here in Chicago, the Communists are 
now saying, leave the Taft-Hartley oath, leave it as it is. They know 
they can say, according to the o: ath, unless it has been ch: anged, it says, 
“Are you.” It doesn’t say, “Have you been,” or “When were you.” It 
says, “Are you?” 

Mr. Vevpr. “Are you presently?” It doesn’t say, “Will you con- 
tinue to be?” 

Mr. Rumsey. No. Then I am up before your es and you 
say, “You signed this.” I say, “Yes, I signed it. I wasn’t when I 
signed this.” Maybe day before vesterd: Ly T was. ‘aa T wasn’t when 
I signed this. That is what they want. ‘They say, “Leave the thing 
as it is.’ That is the Communist-front thinking now. Don’t change 
that. 

Mr. Kunzic. The reason they want it to stay the way it is, they 
know it doesn’t work as the Government would like it to work. It 
works in a sense almost to help them. 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. 
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Mr. Scuerer. That was the testimony jus t a few weeks ago when 
the Philadelphia schoolteachers were before us. The Vy signed the 
oath required by the State of Pennsylvania and we aske d them, “Were 
you a member of the party on the day you signed it?” “No.” “Were 
you a member on the day before’” “I re ‘fuse to answer on the grounds 
it might incriminate me.” At least eight witnesses that I recall said 
the same thing. That demonstrates that what you say is true. 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. They are saying to ‘their Congress 
man, and I imagine you will find it if you get down around Peoria, 
saying, “Leave it alone. We don’t mind it now.” Up to now they 
have been hollering about it. 

Mr. Vevpe. Incidentally, I want you to know that the two Commu 
nists, former Communists, you named from Peoria have left Peoria 
and are not there any more. I don’t know if they are still members 
of the Communist Party or not. 

Mr. Rumsey. Iam glad to hear that. 

Mr. Kunzia. Could I ask you one more question? Would you be 
so kind as to explain to the committee just why you broke and left 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Well, of course, going back to the year of Yalta, and 
this Teheran thing where the Big Three got together, and out of that 
came peace, at any price, there was a series of conferences held here 
in Chicago. One of them was held over here at the H: iyes Hotel, 
where Morris Childs came back from the central committee in New 
Y ork. 

Mr. Kunzic. Of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rumsey. That is right. This is the Communist Party. And 
with the word on the Yalta thing as to where he maintained that 
Stalin, Roosevelt, and Churchill had cooperated so thoroughly in 
peace from then on that his interpretation was, and so was Earl 
Browder’s, there wasn’t any further class struggle. So I sat there and 
listened to this for one whole Sunday. I questioned them then on it 
as to whether he had misunderstood it or not. He said he hadn’t. So 
I left there with a feeling that, well, possibly something had been done 
in the line of thinking of mind. Well, then, there was the book that 
Browder wrote of Teheran, and in there he followed up from his book 
Victory and After, of where he had designated a peaceful program, a 
round-table discussion, rather than strikes and strife. I more or less 
went along with him on it until the central committee sent a sub out 
to get on me about it. He said there was still a class struggle. and 
Jacques Duclos, from France, had informed the Cominform in Russia 
what Browder had been doing, and Browder was going to be 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Thisisthe famous Duclos letter ? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. From there I was persecuted on every turn be- 
cause I put into practice what I thought had been stated. Of course, 
Browder was removed, Foster took his place. I was removed, some- 
body else took my place. I went back into the shop. 

Mr. Kunzic. But in addition to having been removed at that time. 
do you now, at the advantage of a few years afterward, realize that 
the Communist movement is bad for labor? 

Mr. Rumsey. It is terrible for labor. It is terrible for any one that 
is working. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Scherer ? 
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Mr. Scurrer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Movurper. I have no questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Rumsey, let me thank you on behalf of the com- 
mittee for giving this very detailed information concerning the Com- 
munist and labor union movement. It adds to the records that we 
already have to a large extent, and we want you to know that you 
have done a very patriotic service in coming before us. 

If there is no further reason to retain this witness, you are dismissed 
with the committee’s thanks. 

Mr. Rumsey. Let me say this to the committee, if there is anything 
further that I can help you with, let me know. 

Mr. Vetpr. Thank you. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Vetpr. At this time, I should like to announce that subpenas 
have been issued for two labor union leaders in the Chicagoland area. 
The subpenas have not been served. It has been reported to the com- 
mittee by our own investigators, by the United States Marshal, and 
by police officers of the city of Chicago, who have been assisting us in 
this matter, that the two witnesses subpenaed are hiding out. I want 
to announce this fact, however: That as far as the committee is con- 
cerned, we will continue attempting to serve these subpenas, and hold 
our hearings of these witnesses at a future date, as nearly in the future 
as we possibly can. 

This is the last witness we have for the present time. As the mem- 
bers, my colleagues, are very busy, we have been called back to Wash- 
ington for a very important vote, we necessarily must close our 
hearings here in Chicago at this time. 

Before closing our hearings officially, I should like to thank the 
United States judges of this district, the United States District 
judges, the United States Marshal, his force, the city of Chicago 
police, and all of the various kind people of the Chicagoland area who 
have extended us such courteous treatment and who have been so 
helpful in arranging for these hearings. 

I also want to say that we appreciate the cooperation of the mem- 
bers of the press, the television facilities, and the radio facilities that 
have been given to us in the good city of Chicago. 

If my fellow colleagues have nothing further to say, the meeting 
1s adjourned until the call of the Chair. 

(Whereupon, at 4:20 p. m., the hearing was adjourned, subject to 
the call of the Chair.) 
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